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Magnitude 8 quake
rocks north Japan

Hundreds of injuries, an
oil tank fire result from
biggest earthquake this year.
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Vikings tennis
keeps win streak

It was a close one, but
the girls escaped with a 5-4
win over Urbana.
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Danville purchases
new voting system

City hopes optical scan
system will fix issues with
voting that other states have
encountered.
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Johnny Cash kept
one eye on God

The legacy of the
country music star also
included a deep-seeded faith
and Billy Graham.
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home leave program stirs
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troops.
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  More than 900 people
have enrolled in Illinois’ self-
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The Associated Press

BAQOUBA, Iraq — A mortar
blast tore through a market
north of Baghdad, killing nine
civilians and injuring more than
a dozen others, Iraqi police said
today. Townspeople suspected
American soldiers stationed

nearby may have been the tar-
get.

Also today, the U.S. military
said an American soldier was
killed in an ambush in Kirkuk.
The United Nations announced
it was cutting its staff in Bagh-
dad, and Iraqis prepared to bury
an assassinated member of
Iraq’s Governing Council.

The mortar round exploded
about 9 p.m. Thursday at a mar-
ket in this Sunni Muslim city
about 30 miles north of Bagh-
dad. Police Gen. Waleed Khalid

said nine civilians died and 15
were wounded. U.S. officials put
the injured figure at 18.

Khalid described the attack
as a “criminal act aimed at hurt-
ing Iraqi civilians.” Several
townspeople, who spoke on con-
dition they not be identified,
said they believed the target
was a government building
about 250 yards away, where
U.S. soldiers stay.

About 20 U.S. soldiers from
the 4th Infantry Division were
at the blast site today, providing

security and assisting Iraqi
police in the investigation.

In Baghdad, the U.S. military
said one soldier from the 173rd
Airborne Brigade was killed
and two others were wounded
during an ambush in northern
Iraq. The incident occurred
about 11 p.m. Thursday when a
rocket-propelled grenade was
fired at their vehicle. The
names of the victims were with-
held pending notification of kin.

The death raised to 86 the
number of U.S. soldiers killed

by hostile fire since May 1,
when President Bush declared
an end to major combat in Iraq.
The military also announced
that a soldier from the 4th
Infantry Division died and
another was injured in a fire
Thursday night in an aban-
doned building in the Tikrit
area. No further details were
released.

Iraqi leaders prepared to
bury Aquila al-Hashimi, one of

U.N. announces
cutbacks in staff
due to violence

Matt Huber/Commercial-News photos
Roger Westbeld, sales manager for Remlinger Manufacturing Company of Kalida, Ohio, ties down farm equipment
Thursday while packing up for home after the Farm Progress Show. The 50th annual event was disappointing to many
because heavy rain caused the cancellation of the show two days in a row.

Farewell Farm Progress Chief
asks for
clues on
blazes
BByy  JJeennnniiffeerr  WWeeaakklleeyy
jweakley@dancomnews.com

DANVILLE — Danville Fire
Chief Matt Weber is asking res-
idents for help to stop the string
of suspicious fires that have
plagued the city this year.

Weber said there have been 12
suspicious fires
in the city since
January, two of
them occurring
in the west down-
town area in the
last three weeks.

The suspi-
cious fires have
occurred at 201
N. Hazel St., 1229
E. Seminary St., 8 Ohio St., 915
Chandler St., 410 W. North St.,
1327 Grant St., 1101 N. Gilbert St.,
32 Melody Lane, 438 Oak St., 155
Buchanan St., 224 Madison St. and
205 W. Harrison St.

“It’s raised our level of inter-
est. It’s troubling to me that we
have that many suspicious
fires,” Weber said. “I need the
community’s help to report sus-
picious activities.”

Weber and Police Chief Carl
Alexander took that message
directly to residents Thursday
night at a West Downtown Neigh-
borhood Association meeting.

“We always want the public’s
help,” Alexander said. “With any
vacant building there’s always
the potential for that stuff.”

Alexander said arson investi-
gators continue to investigate
the fires.

“We don’t have a police officer
on every corner or a fire station
on every corner,” Weber said.
“We need help monitoring the
neighborhoods.”

Weber said citizens through-
out the city should keep their
eyes and ears open and call 911 if
there is suspicious activity so “we
can get the persons convicted.”

Of the two most recent inci-
dents, the fire that started in the
early morning hours of Aug. 28
and destroyed a vacant apart-
ment building at the southeast
corner of Madison and Pine
streets was determined as suspi-
cious because all the utilities
had been shut off in the board-
ed-up structure.

The fire that started at about
1:30 a.m. Sept. 18 damaged a
four-unit apartment building
and displaced residents at 205
W. Harrison St.

The fire also is being looked
at as arson, and that is concern-
ing, said Carolyn Wands, 214 W.
Harrison St. The building is
owned by her son-in-law, Larry
Kimberlin.

Weber said it appears the fire
started in the nearby garage
and spread to the apartment
building.

“It’s concerning to a point,”
Wands said. “There’s nothing we
can do except keep our eyes open.”

“The first (downtown fire
within the last few weeks) was
a vacant house. Now, they’ve lit
someone’s home. There are four
families without a home,”
Wands said. “(The residents)
lost everything they owned, but
they could’ve lost their lives.”

Wands said she’s heard some
other downtown tenants say
they’ve not been sleeping well
because of the uneasiness and
not knowing who’s setting the
fires.

Wands encourages people to
be more aware of their surround-
ings and to put more of an effort
into noticing people who are cut-
ting through lots and don’t
belong. 

Sun shines as visitors pack up
BByy  BBrriiaann  LL..  HHuucchheell
bhuchel@dancomnews.com

DANVILLE — Rains
forced exhibitors to leave the
Farm Progress Show site in
the same fashion in which
they entered — wheels spin-
ning in mud and workers
trudging through standing
water.

The 50th annual Farm
Progress Show ended after
only one day this year because
of rain, leaving exhibitors
Thursday to tear down a site
that took almost a year to plan
and build.

According to Don Tourte,
Midwest regional business
manager for the show, there
was plenty of disappointment
to go around — from excited
visitors who were stopped at
the gates to the extensive
number of exhibitors.

And especially, for Farm
Progress Show workers.

“And for my staff, it’s very
disappointing,” he said. “It’s
been a whole year’s worth of
work and hopefully our memo-
ry will be Tuesday once we get
this over and get it cleaned up.”

Tuesday, the opening day
and the only day for this year’s
show, set a new attendance
record, topping 100,000 people
by several thousand.

Despite the loss of two days
of the show, exhibitors were

showing more understanding
than indifference to the situa-
tion.

Along Sixth Street, Kathy
McGraw emerged from the
Wells Fargo Financing tent
happy to find one white box
that had escaped the wet con-
ditions.

A veteran of the summer
farm show circuit for Wells
Fargo, she said coordinators
had no choice.

“I feel bad because every-
body’s put a lot of time and

expense in this, but when push
comes to shove you have to
think about everybody and I
think they made the right
decision,” she said. “It was a no-
win situation for the organiz-
ers.”

With the decision to cancel
the show made late Wednes-
day night, staff and exhibitors
were wasting no time Thurs-
day morning at tearing down
tents and exhibits.

Tractors were having the
easiest time navigating the

muddy streets and parking lot.
Others, however were not,
with everything from trucks
to a large semi throwing mud
high into the sky with spin-
ning tires.

Tourte said it’s amazing
how quickly a site built to han-
dle 100,000 people, including
its own electrical and water
systems, can come down.

“By the end of today, you’ll
see this place 90 percent gone,”
he said Thursday morning.
“Then as far as equipment, the
tents will start coming down
soon. It’ll be empty.

“You know, it takes weeks to
build … when you see tents and
all that stuff out here and liter-
ally days to tear down,” he
added.

By late next week, Tourte
said, only a skeleton crew con-
sisting of show coordinator
Keith Ryan and a few workers
will remain. The property
must be returned to the host
families in a usable condition.

With this year over, there’s
only the future to think about,
both for Farm Progress Show
staff and local officials.

Farm Progress Inc. has
made no effort to hide the fact
it would like to find a perma-
nent place along the Illinois-
Indiana border to hold its
show.

A 20-year commitment

A tractor pulls farm equipment through the mud as
exhibitors pack up and leave the show Thursday afternoon.
Even though the event was only held for one day, local offi-
cials are optimistic about Vermilion County’s chances for
hosting Farm Progress regularly.

Do-not-call list left in uncertainty

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
fight over the national “do-not-
call” list has turned into a roller-
coaster ride of victory and
defeat, with Congress and the
courts swiftly trading blows
and millions of consumers won-
dering whether promised relief
from telemarketers is forth-
coming.

Supporters of the free gov-

ernment service had barely
begun to celebrate an over-
whelming vote Thursday in
Congress to counter a federal
court ruling when they learned
another judge had blocked the

list from taking effect next
week.

“It puts a little damper on the
party,” said Ken Johnson,
spokesman for Rep. Billy
Tauzin, R-La., chairman of the
House Energy and Commerce
Committee. “But we’re still con-
fident of prevailing in the end.”

Tauzin led an effort in the
House to pass a bill making
clear that the Federal Trade
Commission has the authority
to enforce the do-not-call reg-
istry. The legislation was
prompted by a ruling Tuesday
by U.S. District Court Judge Lee
R. West in Oklahoma City that

said the FTC lacked the power
to create and operate the reg-
istry.

“Clearly the court’s decision
was misguided,” said Sen. John
McCain, R-Ariz.

The House voted 412-8 and
the Senate 95-0 for the bill
Thursday. President Bush said
he looked forward to signing it.
“Unwanted telemarketing calls
are intrusive, annoying and all
too common,” he said in a state-
ment.

But late in the day, U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Edward W. Notting-
ham in Denver blocked the list,

Call anyway

Despite the confusion,
the FTC is encouraging
people to continue signing
up for the list at the Web
site http://www.donotcall.
gov or by calling (888)
382-1222.

Service was set to
block telemarketers
starting Wednesday
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