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DANVILLE — Decked out in
boots, leather chaps and a white
cowboy hat, Craig Cameron
looks every bit the part of a
bronco-bustin’ rodeo rider.

Looks can be deceiving.
Cameron, billed as a horse

whisperer, put his equine han-
dling skills on display for a large
crowd during the first day of the
50th annual Farm Progress Show.

Face to face with a skittish
brown gelding Tuesday morn-
ing, the Stephensville, Texas,
resident used an easy-going atti-
tude and a few stern tactics to
turn the horse into a calm rider
in just around an hour.

According to Cameron, a lot
of people come to the show
expecting him to use rodeo rid-
ing to break down the horse.

But, the lifelong rancher
said, his skills come from eas-
ing through the horse’s natural
instincts.

“The instinct itself is about
self-preservation and defense
and when a horse is on guard, he
works through instincts,”
Cameron said after the morn-
ing show. “So you get him to
where he figures out he doesn’t
have to be afraid, the results are
pretty dramatic. A relaxed
horse is capable of learning.”

During the show, Cameron
tries to feel out the horse, using
a coiled rope to pat the horse on
different areas. The gelding
reacted by bucking and jump-
ing when Cameron got to the
top of his back.

“He’s not yielding,” he told
the crowd.

Over the course the clinic,
Cameron spoke as much to the

horse as he did the audience,
repeatedly talking in a lower
tone with phrases like “You’re
OK” and “I hear ya” depending
on the horse’s actions.

Dan Lamb of Loda watched
the show from start to finish.
Even with a background in
horses, he said he was
impressed with what he saw.

“He really knows his horses,
and I expected that,” Lamb said.

“He did a really good job there,
and people could learn a lot, not
just about horses, but about ani-
mals,” he added. “It’s just like any-
thing else, you know what you’re
doing and you get the job done.”

By the end of the show,
Cameron had the horse relaxed
enough to lay down on the
ground and let Cameron sit on
top of him. Cameron also rode
the horse around the pen.

“The whole idea is a learning
thing,” he said. “It’s about pre-
senting things to a horse in a
way he can understand, and
then giving him the time it
takes for him to understand.

“They always say teaching is
the art of communication, and
communication is two minds lis-
tening and two minds open,” he
added.

The traditional style of rid-
ing an aggressive horse until it
relents isn’t as easy as simply
trying to appeal to the horse.

“You’re not trying to force in
anything,” he said. “You try to
force a horse, a dog or a kid and
you’re just going to get resistance.
So make the thing you want him
to do the easiest thing he can do.

“It’s kind of like life — you get
what you give,” Cameron added.
“So if you give it rough and
tough, you’re going to get it
rough and tough.” 
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Craig Cameron works
with a horse during a
demonstration at the
Farm Progress Show
Tuesday in Henning.

Cameron doesn’t use
rough techniques to

make horses respond,
but rather soothes

them into a relaxed
state.

Rich Stefaniak
Commercial-News photos

He whispers to horses

Cameron, a Texas native, displays his techniques for calming horses under the gaze of many spectators. “He really knows his
horses, and I expected that,” said Dan Lamb of Loda.

Horse
whisperer

Craig Cameron
will put on a

compelling show
at 2 p.m. today
and Thursday
at the northeast

exhibit field
between First and

Second streets.

A crowd watches intently as Cameron demonstrates his abilities.

Craig Cameron makes
peace with the animals

to get them to obey
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HENNING — “I don’t com-
plain about the rain, at least you
don’t have to shovel it off the
sidewalks.” Bad um bum!

“A fellow got up and walked
out one night when I was speak-
ing to a large audience. I said,
‘Look at that, a walking ova-
tion!’” Bad um bum!

Those one-liners came from
his column, but Tom Fouts, or
Captain Stubby as he’s known
by fans, sent a crowd of hun-
dreds into uproarious laughter
with similar jokes, sans the
drums, Tuesday at the Farm
Progress Show.

“I had a great show today,”
the funny man said after per-
forming his 45-minute set.

“My timing was on, the
crowd was great. It was a good
show.”

Fouts travels with the Farm
Progress Show and performs an
ever-changing act of short anec-
dotes and one-liners every year.
He’s done it since the very first
event, 50 years ago.

Fouts got his start with his
band, Captain Stubby and the
Buckaneers, at the WDAN
radio station more than a half a
century ago.

“I’ve been on radio since
1938. I love talking to people —
especially when they can’t talk
back,” he wrote in one of his
columns.

The comedian has per-
formed at Madison Square Gar-
den with his group, he’s been
featured on the National Barn
Dance on WLS radio, toured the
South Pacific entertaining
troops in wartime and written
an archive of columns, joke
books, speeches and routines.

Fouts has dedicated the larg-
er part of his life to making peo-
ple laugh and the 83-year-old
comedian and author plans to
continue.

“I’d like to keep on doing it.

As long as I can make people
laugh, I’m going to make people
laugh,” he said.

He’s been making Farm
Progress visitors laugh since
the very first event in 1953 in
Armstrong.

“I was doing an act at the
first Farm Progress Show and
the boss at Prairie Farm (Maga-
zine) waved me over after the
show,” he said. “I thought I had
made a mistake, but he asked
me if I could write a column for
Prairie Farm. I said ‘I don’t
know, I’ve never tried it.’”

The editor instructed Fouts
to come up with three good
story ideas and bring them to
him on Monday morning.

That Monday, he got the job.
“I brought in my three ideas

and he had them read before I
could even get out of his office. I
started work that next day and I
haven’t missed an issue since,”
Fouts said.

And he also hasn’t missed a
Farm Progress Show.

Though Fouts has dedicated
much of his life to making oth-
ers smile, he said for a time he
thought he’d never be able to
make someone laugh again.

He and his wife, Lou, lost
their son, Tom Fouts Jr., to a
brain tumor about 20 years ago.

“You expect to lose your par-
ents or your mate sometimes,
but you never expect to lose
your child,” Fouts said. “I
thought I’d never be able to get
on stage and be funny again.”

And he still doesn’t know
where he got the courage to
step in front of a crowd.

“It just came from some-
where inside I guess,” he said. “I
decided that I was going to turn
the key,” gesturing toward his
heart, “and shut it all off so I
could go on stage. When I was
up there it was like nothing had
changed. I was funny,” he said.
“And when I came down again, I
decided I just wasn’t going to
turn the key back.”

Captain Stubby was back.
Fans surrounded the chair

he rested in after his perform-
ance, Tuesday at the Farm
Progress Show, lining up to pur-
chase his joke books, CDs and
tapes.

“I grew up listening to you on
the radio,” one woman said
shaking Fouts’ hand. “My par-
ents loved you, they had you on
all the time.”

“I really like your humor,”
said 72-year-old Willy Sieg of
Ramsey, Ind. “I can relate to it,
but you never talk about old peo-
ple,” he added, the two men
laughing like old friends.

A thread of down-to-earth
commonality winds around the
one liners and connects the lit-
tle embellished stories Fouts
tells on stage about his life. His
fans see a lot of their own lives
in his.

“I talk about stuff that’s
everyday,” Fouts said. “Stuff
people can relate to, just country
living.”

Carol Lewis saw Captain
Stubby live for the first time
Tuesday.

“The show was very interest-
ing,” said the retired teacher
from Rockville, Ind. “I’ve always
enjoyed his columns. He’s one of
the few comedians who is con-
sistently funny and brings
down the house like he did.”

Fouts stayed under the
shade of the tent he performed
in, drinking a liter of Pepsi and
chatting with fans and passers-

by after the show.
“I just got through with the

greatest crowd,” he said. “They
were wonderful, they laughed
at all my jokes. If I could just get
my wife to do that.”

Fouts had told the crowd the
story, his story anyway, of how
he and his wife first met.

“We were at church and they
had outside toilets. One side was
for the boys and the other was
for the girls,” he began. “I saw
her go out there to the girls’
side so I ran out and went in the
boys’ side.

“There was a hole in the wall
at the bottom, and I got right
down and looked in there and by
golly, she was looking right
back at me. That was our first
kiss.”

“Oh Tom,” Lou Fouts said
after the show, poking her smil-
ing husband in the side. “I didn’t
know you were going to tell
them that.”

“Ah hell, did they laugh?”
Fouts responded.

For the 50th year in a row,
he’d brought down the house. 

Captain
Stubby

Captain Stubby will
perform today and
Thursday from noon to
12:45 p.m. in the Farm
and Fireside tent, at
the Farm Progress
Show in Henning.

Captain Stubby
wows them again
50 years later, he’s still funny

Above: The Captain can keep a straight face, even if his audi-
ence can’t. Below: The comedy team of Beck and Robertson
warmed up the crowd for Captain Stubby Tuesday.

Rich Stefaniak/Commercial-News photos
An overflow crowd is entertained by Captain Stubby. Also known as Tom Fouts, the comedian has played every single Farm Progress Show since the first one in Vermilion County in 1953. “I
love talking to people — especially when they can’t talk back,” Fouts once wrote in one of his columns.

For the Commercial-News

WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. —
A popular Purdue University crop
handbook is more user-friendly
than ever. For the first time since
its 1986 debut, the “Corn and Soy-
bean Field Guide” also is available
on a computer CD-ROM.

The “Corn and Soybean CD
Field Guide” boasts about twice
the information as its pocket-
sized paper cousin, said Corey
Gerber, director of Purdue’s
Crop Diagnostic Training and
Research Center and field
guide project coordinator.

“The CD-ROM contains all
the information in the pocket
field guide, plus referenced pub-
lications and Web sites, larger
photos and graphics, search
functions and helpful calcula-
tion tools,” Gerber said.

More than 15 Extension pub-
lications on corn and soybean
issues are on the CD, Gerber said.

The CD field guide sells for
$15 and is available through
Purdue’s Media Distribution
Center. The paper version is $5.

To order either the CD
(Extension catalog item CD-ID-
179) or book (Extension publica-

tion ID 179), call Purdue’s hotline
at (888) 398-4636 (EXT-INFO)
and ask for the Media Distribu-
tion Center. An order form for
the CD can be downloaded online
at http://www.agry.purdue.
edu/dtc/pdf/order_cd.pdf. An
order form for the paper edition
can be downloaded at
http://www.agry.purdue.edu/dt
c/pdf/order.pdf.

Purdue’s field guide annual-
ly ranks among its most sought-
after Extension publications. In
2002, about 40,000 copies were
distributed in the United States
and abroad.

“The ‘Corn and Soybean Pock-
et Field Guide’ has been a very
popular publication that was first
introduced by the Purdue Crop
Diagnostic Training and
Research Center 18 years ago,”
Gerber said. “This resource deals
with many aspects of corn and
soybean management, including
insect, disease and weed identifi-
cation; insecticide, herbicide and
fungicide recommendations; fer-
tility; and growth staging of corn
and soybean plants.”

Among the field guide fea-
tures are color photos of corn and
soybean insects, weeds and plant

disease symptoms; articles on
such topics as growing degree
days and diagnosing soil com-
paction; plant nutrient and herbi-
cide rate tables; and planter cali-
bration recommendations.

Around a dozen Extension
specialists in Purdue’s School of
Agriculture provided content
and/or photographs for the
2003 field guide, representing
the departments of Agronomy,
Botany and Plant Pathology,
and Entomology. The U.S.
Department of Agriculture
Wildlife Services also con-
tributed.

Purdue field guide for corn, beans leaps onto CD
At the Show

Purdue University also
has a presence at this
year’s Farm Progress
Show. Stop by their
exhibit, located on North
Avenue between Seventh
and Eighth streets, next
to the University of Illinois
area. The field guide will
be available for purchase
there.
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Today, farming is a lot more than planting seeds, harvesting 
crops and tending livestock.

It requires good business sense, access to the latest 
technology and a bank that understands your needs.

First Midwest Bank

understands agriculture.

We are the third largest agricultural bank in Illinois with 
experienced ag specialists who understand the important 
role financial services play in your operation. And, with 
their ability to make local credit decisions, they can respond 
quickly to your total financing needs.

Come grow with us.

Call a First Midwest banker

today at (815) 942-0121.

BByy  DDaannaa  SScchhaauummbbuurrgg
dschaumburg@dancomnews.com

HENNING — With school
out for the three days of the
Farm Progress Show, Arm-
strong High School students
and staff were working
throughout the grounds Tues-
day, today and Thursday.

Katie Gernand, whose fami-
ly is one of the hosts for this
year’s show, was selling tickets
and had a steady stream of visi-
tors at a side entrance.

“I’ve only had a couple bus-
loads,” she said, adding the vol-
unteers get a break here and
there.

“This is pretty much what I
expected,” Gernand said of the
event.

She traveled with her family
to the show in Iowa last year and
worked with fellow students to
put together posters that are on
display at the show. After the
show is over, the posters will be
on display at the Vermilion
County Museum in Danville.

“I’m going to get to walk
around and see everything,” she
said.

This year also is the first
year for two country-western
concerts at the show.

“I’m pretty excited about the
concerts,” Gernand added.

Armstrong High School

teacher Dave Chandler also was
helping take tickets.

“It’s all volunteer,” he said.
Gernand said there are more

than 100 students and staff vol-
unteering at the show during
the three days.

Chandler said he plans to
walk around and added he
thinks the students are learn-
ing the magnitude of what it
takes to put the show on.

Tuesday was freshman
Miles Preston’s first time at the
show.

Preston volunteered his time
stamping hands of those com-
ing in and out of one entrance.

“I think it’s pretty neat,” he
said, adding he was looking for-
ward to the free stuff being
offered by exhibitors.

At the exhibitors’ entrance,
freshman Sarah Bohlen and
senior Katie Willard were work-
ing.

Their bus left the school at
5:30 a.m. Tuesday to bring them
to work at the show.

“People were already in front
of us trying to get in,” Willard
said.

The two hadn’t gotten a
chance to walk around the
grounds yet but planned to later
in the day.

Willard said she would be
taking pictures for her FFA
chapter. 

When school is out, the students ... work?

Rich Stefaniak/Commercial-News
Katie Gernand hands tickets to students attending the Farm Progress Show Tuesday. Her family owns part of the land that the
show is on in Henning, and she has been volunteering for the event. Teachers and other students from Armstrong High School
will be out at the site today and Thursday as well.

Out and about at the Show
Right: A tram carrying Farm Progress visitors pulls around the east side of the site Tues-
day. Below: Jack Bell, left, of the Young Pro Tour from Texas, shows Dawson Loschen, 9,
of Fithian the art of roping during a demonstration at the Farm Progress Show.

Rich Stefaniak/Commercial-News photos

Hungry people gather around the Danville High School food tent Tuesday, the first day of the
three-day show.
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50 years of farming memories

Editor’s note: We asked our
readers to share their memories
of what it was like living on a
farm at least 50 years ago. This is
one of the responses.

BByy  GGoorrddoonn  AAlleexxaannddeerr
Danville resident

The biggest change in farm-
ing since the 1950s is the
demise of the family farm.

In the 1950s, a 400-500 acre
farm was considered a large
farm. Two or three generations
of the same family may have
lived on the farm at the same
time and made a living from
that land.

As the older farmers retired
or died, there was no one to take
their place as more young peo-
ple left the farm to work in town
for better pay and less hours.
Now it is not uncommon for one
individual or corporation to
farm thousands of acres, some-
times in more than one state.
Giant hog and chicken farms
have been built as well as huge
cattle-feeding operations.
Where it took many farmers in
the 1950s to produce enough
raw products to feed the nation,
it now takes relatively few to do
the same job.

The farm families in the
1950s were more self-sufficient.
Most farm families had a veg-
etable garden. They raised
their own chickens, hogs and
cattle for meat and most had a
milk cow or two. Some farm
wives still made some of the
family’s clothes. Now farmers
think nothing of “going to town”
two or even three times a day.
Then a farm family usually
went to town once a week, usual-
ly on Saturday, to shop and get
what they needed. Today, most
farmers buy all their food from
the stores just like everyone
else.

Another major change in
farming is the size of equip-
ment. With the huge equipment
today, a farmer can plant more
in one day than a farmer in the
1950s could plant in one week. A
farmer today can harvest more
in one hour than a ’50s farmer
could harvest in three or four
days. However, the cost of these
huge machines is tremendous.
A tractor or combine today
costs more than the average
farm in the ’50s was worth.

Crop yields have increased
dramatically since the 1950s.
Cornfields in the ’50s were 50-
75 bushels per acre. Soybeans
averaged 15-25 bushels per acre.
Now, 200 bushels of corn per

acre is not uncommon and 55-65
bushels of soybeans per acre is
common. More fertilization and
better seed are the major rea-
sons for the improved yields.

Also in the 1950s, crops were
planted in 38- or 40-inch rows.
Today corn is planted in 30-inch
rows and more soybeans are
being drilled for a solid stand.
Seed technology has improved
dramatically. Scientists have
discovered how to alter the seed
genetically to improve yields, to
resist drought and to be tolerant

of chemicals that will kill
weeds but not harm the plant.

Farming in the 1950s was
labor intensive. A farmer
worked from before sunup to
after sundown. Days off were
few and far between. There
were no chemicals to kill weeds
or insects. Farmers relied on

crop rotation to control insects
and cultivation to control weeds.
A farmer would till his fields
two or three times before plant-
ing the crop and cultivate two or
three times during the summer
to control weeds.

Most farm boys spent their
summers walking the fields,

chopping weeds out of the
crops. Today with no-till farm-
ing becoming more prevalent,
the farmer has weed chemicals
sprayed on his fields; he then
plants the crop with no prepara-
tion tillage and basically forgets
the crop until harvest.

Some farmers even hire crop

experts to check their fields for
them. In the ’50s, every farmer
was a crop expert simply
because he spent more time in
his fields. He knew what was
happening with his crops.

In the ’50s, a farmer could
make a good comfortable living
from farming. Today, that is not
the case. That is why more
farmers work at a second job off
the farm and why most farm-
ers’ wives also work off the
farm.

Farming today simply does
not pay the bills. There are two
reasons — low grain prices and
the outrageous price of farm
machinery. In the ’50s, a farmer
received about $1 to $1.50 for a
bushel of corn and about $2.50
to $3 for a bushel of soybeans. A
top-of-the-line tractor cost
$1,200 to $1,500. Today a bushel
of corn is about $2.25 to $2.75,
and soybeans about $5 to $6 per
bushel. A top-of-the-line tractor
costs between $200,000 and
$250,000, and a combine also
costs this much or more.

In the ’50s, the government
was just beginning to get
involved in farming in a big way.
Today, the government is totally
involved in farming. 

Ask any farmer how much
time he spends at the local
ASCS office filling out paper
work or waiting in line. 

Government subsidies to
farmers are a sore point among
legislators. The fact is that
without government payments
there would simply be fewer
farmers today than there are. 

It has been estimated that 10
percent of the farmers today get
90 percent of government pay-
ments. Does that make it right?
That debate rages on.

The final major problem in
today’s farming is who will take
the place of farmers as they
retire or die off. 

The average age of farmers
keeps going up. There simply
are not that many young people
interested in farming because
of the low pay, the tremendous
investment required, the com-
mitment involved and many
other factors.

There was a quotation that
went something like this,
“Destroy a nation’s cities but
keep the farms and that nation
will rebuild itself. Destroy a
nation’s farms but keep the
cities and that nation will per-
ish.”

This country had better
hope that there will always be
American farmers. 

Above: Gordon Alexander
recalls some of the farming

procedures of the past while
talking about his 1948 John

Deere model D tractor at his
home near Jamesburg. His

father purchased the tractor
many years ago as new for

use on the family’s 200-acre
farm. Right: Alexander

checks the progress of corn.
The land, which was once

farmed by his family, is now
rented to a larger farming

operation.

Laury Graves
Commercial-News photos

Saying goodbye to the family farm

Out and about at the Show

Above left: Visitors to the Farm
Progress Show take the opportu-
nity to test drive a New Holland
model TJ37 tractor Tuesday
afternoon. The company is
among several manufactures at
the site that allow demonstration
tests. Above right: Fairmount
farmer Alan Puzey receives the
Innovation Farmer of the Year
Award from Illinois Treasurer
Judy Baar Topinka for his service
as the president of the Vermilion
County Farm Bureau for the past
five years. Puzey was among five
other farmer of the year recipi-
ents honored by the state.

Laury Graves
Commercial-News photos

A variety of farming techniques and machinery are in operation for those who visit the Farm Progress Show.
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Towne Centre
217-442-2355
800-735-2355

Village Mall
217-431-2980
800-553-2393

Danville

www.cell1net.net
Provider of high speed wireless internet for the Farm Progress Show

Brad Paisley comes to Henning

Tonight, top country duo Montgomery Gentry will take the
same stage that Brad Paisley filled Tuesday night. Their
show also begins at 5 p.m. on the Morton stage. Tickets can
still be purchased at the show for $12. Don’t forget to bring a
lawn chair for the once in a lifetime concert.

Montgomery Gentry

Laury Graves/Commercial-News photos
Left: Country singer Brad Paisley entertains fans in Henning at the 2003 Farm
Progress Show site Tuesday evening. This was the first year for musical stars to
play at the annual show. Above: Before the concert started, fans rushed to the
area to find the perfect seat.

Above: Paisley solos on electric guitar during the performance. Left: Several
thousand people gathered for the outdoor concert.



Wednesday
Until 5 p.m.: Ride & Drive,

northeast edge of exhibit
field

9 a.m.-noon: Corn harvest
demonstration, east of
exhibit field

9 a.m.-noon: Precision
agriculture demonstration,
east of exhibit field

9 a.m.-noon: Tillage
demonstration, east of
exhibit field

9 a.m.-noon: Tiling
demonstration, east of
exhibit field

11-11:30 a.m.: JoAnna
Lund: Blue Ribbon Pies Part
1 in the Farm & Fireside
Tent

11:30 a.m.-noon: The
Best of Besk and Robertson
in the Farm & Fireside Tent

Noon: Young Pro Ropers,
northeast exhibit field
between First and Second
streets

Noon-12:45 p.m.: Captain
Stubby in the Farm & Fire-
side Tent

1 p.m.: Cattle handling
demonstrations, northeast
exhibit field between First
and Second streets

1-1:30 p.m.: Vern Bear:
Antiques & More in the Farm
& Fireside Tent

1-4 p.m.: Corn harvest
demonstrations, east of
exhibit field

1-4 p.m.: Precision agri-
culture demonstrations, east
exhibit field

1-4 p.m.: Soybean harvest
demonstration, east of the
exhibit field

1-4 p.m.: Tillage demon-
stration, east of exhibit field

1-4 p.m.: Tiling demon-
stration, east of exhibit field

1:30-2 p.m.: Tom Cum-
mins: 100 Days of Spring
Color in the Farm & Fireside
Tent

2 p.m.: “Horse Whisperer”
Craig Cameron, northeast
exhibit field between First
and Second streets

2-2:30 p.m.: JoAnna
Lund: Blue Ribbon Pies Part
2 in the Fair & Fireside Tent

2:30-3 p.m.: Good Times
with Beck & Robertson in

the Farm & Fireside Tent
5 p.m.: Montgomery Gentry

concert on the Morton Stage.
Tickets sold separately.

Thursday
7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.: Ride &

Drive, northeast edge of
exhibit field

8 a.m.: Young Pro Ropers,
northeast exhibit field
between First and Second
streets

9 a.m.: Cattle handling
demonstrations, northeast
exhibit field between First
and Second streets

9 a.m.-noon: Corn harvest
demonstration, east of
exhibit field

9 a.m.-noon: Precision
agriculture demonstration,
east of exhibit field

9 a.m.-noon: Tillage
demonstration, east of
exhibit field

9 a.m.-noon: Tiling demon-
stration, east of exhibit field

10 a.m.: “Horse Whisper-
er” Craig Cameron, north-
east exhibit field between
First and Second streets

10-10:30 a.m.: Colleen

Duncan: The Apron — A
Time Honored Tradition in
the Farm & Fireside Tent

10:30-11 a.m.: Tom Cum-
mins: Beautify Your Yard —
Don’t Wait Until Spring in the
Farm & Fireside Tent

11-11:30 a.m.: JoAnna
Lund: Blue Ribbon Pies Part
1 in the Farm & Fireside Tent

11:30 a.m.-noon: The
Best of Besk and Robertson
in the Farm & Fireside Tent

Noon: Young Pro Ropers,
northeast exhibit field
between First and Second
streets

Noon-12:45 p.m.: Captain
Stubby in the Farm & Fire-
side Tent

1 p.m.: Cattle handling
demonstrations, northeast
exhibit field between First
and Second streets

1-1:30 p.m.: Vern Bear:
Antiques & More in the Farm
& Fireside Tent

1-4 p.m.: Corn harvest
demonstrations, east of
exhibit field

1-4 p.m.: Precision agri-
culture demonstrations, east
exhibit field

1-4 p.m.: Soybean harvest
demonstration, east of the
exhibit field

1-4 p.m.: Tillage demon-
stration, east of exhibit field

1-4 p.m.: Tiling demon-
stration, east of exhibit field

1:30-2 p.m.: Tom Cummins:
100 Days of Spring Color in
the Farm & Fireside Tent

2 p.m.: “Horse Whisperer”
Craig Cameron, northeast
exhibit field between First
and Second streets

2-2:30 p.m.: JoAnna
Lund: Blue Ribbon Pies
Part 2 in the Fair & Fireside
Tent

2:30-3 p.m.: Good Times
with Beck & Robertson in
the Farm & Fireside Tent
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SATELLITE
CABLE & CELLULAR

403 N. Logan Ave., Danville, IL 61832

(217)442-0751

SATELLITE
CABLE & CELLULAR

• Unlimited Direct Connect
• Unlimited Nationwide Direct Connect
• Unlimited Nights & Weekends
• 400 Cellular Minutes
• Domestic Long Distance included

MO
$$49499999

Phone Promotions† Requires new activation, one-year to two-year service agreement and credit approval. Set-up fee of $15 per phone, up to $80 max per account applies.  Rate
Plans: valid 9/1/03-9/30/03 except where noted or until further notice and are subject to change.
Rate plans require two-year service agreement, except where noted.  Additional charges may apply and vary by market, including state & federal taxes, a Universal Service
Agreement or either 1.20% or .75%, a TRS charge of approximately .07%, a state required E911 fee, and a $2.83 Federal Programs Cost Recovery Fee for one or more of the
following E911, Number Pooling and Wireless Number Portability.  Long distance includes domestic long distance charges only.  Caller ID may not be available on all calls.  $200 early
termination fee applies.  Restrictions may apply.  Read service agreement for details.  In store purchase required two valid forms of identification.  Ask your Nextel Representative for
more details.

Towne Centre
217-442-2355
800-735-2355

Village Mall
217-431-2980
800-553-2393

Danville

www.cell1net.net
Provider of high speed wireless internet for the Farm Progress Show

Heat your home
Warm your heart
Soothe your soul

Castile Pellet/Corn Insert

Santa Fe Pellet/Corn Stove

• Full line of fireplaces, stoves and fireplace inserts
• Gas, Wood, Pellet, Corn and Electric models available
• All Quadra-Fire Pellet appliances are approved to burn

corn — no modifications required!
• EPA rated cleanest burning line of wood stoves for

16 consecutive years.

ALTERNATIVE HEATING
1-888-989-2700
101 N. Jefferson, Fithian
www.corn-stoves.com

Mention
ad and
receive

10% OFF
during
FARM

PROGRESS!

SHELTER INSURANCE
COMPANIES

www.shelterinsurance.com
We’ll always

be there for you.

STOP BY FOR INFORMATION ON YOUR
LIFE ¥ CAR ¥ HOME ¥ FARM ¥ BUSINESS

AND OTHER INSURANCE NEEDS

SHELTER INSURANCE
FOR ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS

RICK WEBB
3154 North Vermilion  ¥  446-2300

Farm
Progress
Show
Bus
Timetable

Village
Mall

5:30 am
6:40 am
8:10 am
8:55 am
9:40 am

10:25 am
11:10 am
11:55 am
12:40 pm
1:25 pm
2:10 pm
2:55 pm
3:30 pm
4:15 pm

Arrive
 show site

6:03 am
7:15 am
8:45 am
9:30 am

10:15 am
11:00 am
11:45 am
12:30 pm
1:15 pm
2:00 pm
2:45 pm
3:30 pm
4:05 pm
4:50 pm

Leave
 show site

6:04 am
7:18 am
8:48 am
9:33 am

10:18 am
11:05 am
11:50 am
12:35 pm
1:20 pm
2:05 pm
2:50 pm
3:35 pm
4:10 pm
5:10 pm
6:55 pm*
7:00 pm*
7:05 pm*

Village
Mall

6:37 am
7:53 am
9:23 am

10:08 am
10:53 am
11:40 am
12:25 pm
1:10 pm
1:55 pm
2:40 pm
3:25 pm
4:10 pm
4:45 pm
5:45 pm
7:30 pm*
7:35 pm*
7:40 pm*

*Operates Tuesday and Wednesday only.

DMT provides
service to show
Staff Report

DANVILLE — Danville
Mass Transit will provide bus
service to the site of the Farm
Progress Show from the Village
Mall, 2917 N. Vermilion St.

Buses will leave from a spe-
cial bus stop on the east side of
the mall. Free parking will be
available in the immediate area
or riders may walk to the depar-
ture location from regular DMT
bus stops at the mall.

The one-way fare for all rid-
ers is $3, with a three-day pass
available at $12. The three-day
pass is available for advance
sale at the DMT offices, 101 N.
Jackson St. 

Service will begin at 5:30
a.m. each day to serve volun-
teers and will depart every 45

minutes throughout the day
until show closing at 5 p.m. On
Sept. 23 and 24, the last bus
from the show site will be
immediately following the con-
certs about 7 p.m.

Call 431-0653 for informa-
tion or reservations. 

As capacity is limited, show
riders are encouraged to call for
reservations to ensure space
and time. 

Remaining seats will be sold
at departure point and standees
will be allowed.

The bus will leave the Vil-
lage Mall in the mornings at
5:30, 6:40, 8:10, 8:55, 9:40, 10:25,
11:10 and 11:55 a.m.; and in the
afternoons at 12:40, 1:25, 2:10,
2:55, 3:30 and 4:15 p.m. 

Each trip to the Farm
Progress site takes about 35
minutes.

Rich Stefaniak/Commercial-News
Spectators of the 2003 Farm Progress Show crowd the south entrance Tuesday for the opening of the 50th anniversary show.
According to Jeanie Cooke, executive director of the Danville Area Convention and Visitors Bureau, Tuesday appeared to be
the largest opening day crowd in recent memory.

Farm Progress Show schedule


