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Word to
the wise: 
Saying
synergy

It is time once again for Ask
Mister Language Person, the
column that provides you with
the grammar, punctuation and
vocabulary skills you need to
verbally crush your opponents
like seedless grapes under a
hammer.

Today’s first language ques-
tion comes from author Joyce
Carol Oates, who writes to ask:

Q: At restaurants, I often
order the soup du jour. My ques-
tion is, what is “jour”?

A: It is a French word mean-
ing “bat spleens.”

Q: Speaking of restaurants,
can you give an example of pre-
tentious menu language?

A: Yes. We were dining
recently with Mrs. Language
Person at the Biltmore Hotel in
Coral Gables, Fla., and the
menu listed the following item,
which we are not making up:
“Chef’s Daily Inspiration of
Soup.” When the waiter came
around, we asked him: “What is
the Chef’s Daily Inspiration of
Soup?” And he answered, quote:
“It’s the soup of the day.”

Q: I have a question about
the correct pronunciation of the
word “aunt.” I say it’s pro-
nounced “aunt,” but my hus-
band insists that it’s “aunt.” We
argue about this all the time!
Also I’m pretty sure he’s sleep-
ing with his secretary.

A: According to the Ameri-
can Association of English Pro-
fessors of English, the correct
pronunciation is “nuclear.”

Q: Like many people, I am
troubled by the part of “Hump-
ty Dumpty” that goes: “All the
king’s horses and all the king’s
men, couldn’t put Humpty
together again.” Why does it
mention horses? Does anybody
seriously believe that if a
bunch of horses saw a giant egg
broken into pieces, their
response would be: “Hey! Let’s
try to reassemble this!”? Also, in
“Cinderella,” are we really sup-
posed to believe that the prince
— this guy who danced with
Cinderella all night and wants
to MARRY her — believes that
the only way he can recognize
her is to make her TRY ON A
SHOE? As if a shoe is some
kind of medieval DNA sample?
So if Cinderella’s foot swells up,
the prince is going to say: “Well,
you LOOK exactly like the
woman I love, but the shoe
never lies!”

A: You have given this a lot
of thought.

Q: At least once a day, my
phone rings, I answer it, and the
person on the other end — the
person who called ME — starts
the conversation by asking,
“Who is this?” Is that rude?

A: It most certainly is,
because this person is commit-
ting the grammatical “faux
pas” (literally, “bat spleen”) of
using a pre-emptive connubial
pronoun in an infricative
phrase. The proper wording is:
“Whom is this?” Or, more for-
mally: “Just exactly whom the
heck is this to whom I am
speaking to?”

Q: I would like to use the
word “synergy” more often.
What does it mean?

A: “Synergy” is one of the
key words used by business pro-
fessionals to indicate that they
have no clue as to what busi-
ness they are actually in. (“The
Harbingle Organization: A Par-
adigm of Synergy”)

Q: Is it time now for exam-
ples of actual language usage
sent in by alert readers?

A: Yes.
Veronica Peterson sent a

newspaper ad for a Watertown,
N.Y., dental clinic offering “Per-
sonalized Dentures.”

Bob Emerick sent an ad
for a fundraising dinner in
Tampa, Fla., with this headline:
“Shaquille O’Neal Attacks Lit-
eracy.”

Ed Lacy reports that he
saw a sign in the men’s room of
an Office Depot that said:
“EMPLOYEES MUST WASH
YOUR HANDS.” (Ed writes: “I
waited 15 minutes for someone
to wash my hands.”)

Susan Tudor sent an arti-
cle from the Anderson, Ind.,
Herald Bulletin, headlined:
“MINORITIES IN SHORT
SUPPLY.”

John Noren sent an infor-
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It was sitting at a city of
Danville auction, consid-
ered junk, ready to be
thrown away if unsold.
But Danville resident

Michael Nose, 39, saw potential
in the rotting former golf cart
fashioned to look like a fire
truck that city officials used to
drive down the street in parades.

Nose bought the old Cush-
man cart for $45 at the city auc-
tion in October. Now, it is an
almost exact shiny metal repli-
ca of a fire truck, right down to
the working siren and lights.

He said he did it all for one
very good cause — his grand-
children.

“As soon as I unhooked it he
runs out and grabs a tool box
and wanted to start working on
it,” Nose said of his 4-year-old
grandson Robert Watson Jr.
Dylan Watson, 2, is also Nose’s
grandchild.

“That’s what we bought it
for, the grandkids,” said his
wife, Diane. “We took him
(Robert) with us to the auction
and he fell in love with it.”

Referring to her son, she
said, “He’s been in the garage
until 1 or 2 in the morning work-
ing on it.”

Nose said he has put more
than $400-$500 worth of mate-
rials into the project, which con-
sisted of replacing the entire
body of the vehicle with metal
cut to replicate a real fire truck,
replacing crucial interior elec-
trical parts and various paint-
ing and detailing work.

He said if an individual want-
ed to purchase a similar recon-
struction, the labor cost alone
“would kill you.”

Nose, a truck driver with
Bulkmatic Transport out of

Teutopolis, said he has taken
welding classes at Danville
Area Community College,
where some of the restoration
work was done.

Other places where the cut-
ting, bending and painting of
the little truck took place was
Bulkmatic in Champaign and
Bireline’s Roofing in Danville.
Some of his friends chipped in
and helped as well.

The miniature fire truck has
two separate ignitions that fire
up two different batteries, one
36 volt battery to get it to run
and another 24 volt battery to

operate the siren and flashing
lights.

Nose said as far as he can tell,
the cart was made sometime in
the 1960s. All of the parts nec-
essary for the reconstruction
have to be found or manufac-
tured somewhere, as they aren’t
made anymore.

“A friend of mine, Richard
Chapman who works at Mid-
way Trucking in Champaign,
knew I was getting this and
rebuilding it,” Nose said. “He
came by one day and said ‘close
your eyes’ and put (an old siren)
in my hand and said ‘Merry

Christmas.’”
He made the side railing out

of an old hospital bed railing
being thrown away; the impres-
sive lettering on the sides was
done by Signs and Designs of
Danville. The lettering exactly
matches that on city of Danville
fire trucks.

He said there is still work to
do to finish the project, includ-
ing installing more aluminum
flooring for the accelerator
board, cutting some aluminum
paneling to fashion a replica of a
pump on the vehicle’s back end
and making a copy of a fire ax to

hang near the pump — with the
edges dulled, of course, so his
two grandchildren don’t get
hurt.

Also hanging on the back of
Nose’s fire truck is a used piece
of old fire hose donated to him
by the captain of the Griffin
Street Fire Department in
Danville.

He also said he has another
project in mind with the frame of
another old cart he owns. He said
he wants to make a “hook and
ladder” fire truck, which has two
separate components operating
on two separate steering wheels
— one for the cab and one for the
trailer that carries the ladder.

His young grandchildren
love what their grandfather has
made for them.

“I know that with Dylan, now,
everything he sees from a big
truck to a dump truck is a fire
truck,” said Adrian Watson,
Nose’s daughter-in-law and
mother of Nose’s grandchildren.

Bob Skinner, welding
instructor at DACC, said Nose’s
devotion to the project was
incredible.

“Mike came to me with this
project about a year ago,” Skin-
ner said. “I couldn’t even begin to
say how many manhours he has
put in to it. It is definitely a labor
of love for those grandkids.

“He would come in between
classes and fabricate parts that
he couldn’t make at home in the
family garage, on his days off.

“For a first-time venture of
this nature (it was) exceptional-
ly well done. Naturally, now as
he stands back and looks at his
creation, he would like to change
this or that, but I don’t think he
will be able to keep the kids out
of it long enough to do so.” 
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Grandpa turns 
golf cart into fire truck
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Michael Nose completes the final assembly stage of his
miniature fire truck at his home. The truck was made from a
1960s-era golf cart that Nose bought at auction and it’s meant
to be a replica of a Danville Fire Department truck.

Coils of a real fire hose, donated by cap-
tain of the Griffin Street Fire Department, fill
a compartment in the back of the truck.

A working siren is mounted to the hood
of the miniature vehicle that Nose’s
grandchildren will be driving.

Lights that light up a stop signal are
among the precise details that Nose
incorporated into the replica.

Michael Nose, with his grandchildren Dylan Watson, left, and Robert Watson Jr., take their
miniature fire truck for a drive at Nose’s home. It took grandpa approximately eight months to
complete the project.


