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Exchange 
students 
experience 
America

Rotary library on the go 
BOOKS PROVIDE JOY FOR HOMEBOUND CITIZENS 

By Victoria Leitch
Rotary International began 

over 110 years ago, and it is 
considered to be one of the old-
est running international ser-
vice organizations in the world. 
In 1929, the Rotary Club intro-
duced the idea of a youth ex-
change program. Today, the pro-
gram still strives for greatness 
and has become a part of the 
Mattoon community.

Current Mattoon Rotary Pres-
ident-Elect Mike Snow has been 
a part of the Rotary Exchange 
Program since 2009, and this 
year, he and his wife are host 
parents for a Mattoon High 
School exchange.

“In 2009, our daughter was 
a Rotary exchange student to 
Denmark, and while she was 
away, we hosted our first Rota-
ry Exchange student, a girl from 
Brazil,” said Snow.

The current Mattoon ex-
change student, Selin Esenol, 
traveled here from Turkey and 
has become adjusted to the lo-
cal neighborhood. She has made 
several memories.

“I will always remember the 
trains and how green everything 

is here. I come from a big city, 
so I enjoy the small town,” Es-
enol said.

While here in central Illi-
nois, Esenol has traveled to sev-
eral places including the local 
pumpkin patch in Arthur. 

“My favorite memory from 
the pumpkin patch would be 
getting lost in the maze with my 
other foreign friend from Pana-
ma. We tried so hard to find the 
way back. It took us 15 min-
utes,” Esenol said.

Since 2009, Mattoon Ro-
tary has hosted exchange stu-
dents every year. Mattoon has 
welcomed students from Bra-
zil, Sweden, Germany, Japan 
and Turkey. During those same 
years, several students from 
Mattoon High School have gone 
on exchange to other countries 
as well. 

Rotary’s goal in bringing stu-
dents to the U.S. is to give them 
experiences that they can cher-
ish forever.

“We want them to experience 
everyday life in America, to vis-
it surrounding areas and nearby 
cities and to experience as many 
‘firsts’ as possible,” said Snow.

SELIN ESENOL - CLASS OF 2016

By Mary ZuHone

The Mattoon Rotary Club has 
expanded their community in-
volvement by providing a li-
brary book delivery service to 
homebound residents. This pro-
gram is meant to strengthen 
the relationship between active 
community members and those 
who are normally unable to in-
teract with people. 

“The Homebound delivery 
service is for people who can’t 
make it out of the house due to 
injuries, age, weather and other 
obligations that can leave them 
stuck in their house,” Mattoon 
Public Library Assistant Stacy 
Fetters said.

The library is currently part-
nered with the Mattoon Rota-

ry Club, whose members deliv-
er the books to the homebound.

 “We hope to keep the pro-
gram going, and will do so as 
long as there is a need, and 
someone to do the actual deliv-
ery of materials,” Mattoon Pub-
lic Library Director Ryan Frank-
lin said.

This program also has the 
added benefit of creating strong 
relationships between communi-
ty members.

“Not only do we deliver these 
materials, but we build a strong 
bond and friendship with these 
patrons. And most times the de-
livery is the highlight of their 
week and ours as well,” Fetters 
said.

Not only does it build rela-

tionships, but also it helps the 
homebound connect with the 
outside environment.

 “I think this helps them to 
become more aware of their 
surroundings, they can [have] 
someone to lean on in a time 
when they might not have any-
one; it gets them to be active 
in their community and may-
be picking up something new 
that they never imagined they 
could,” Fetters said.

The program serves as a 
source of entertainment and 
connection to the world for 
these residents.

“Although they cannot go 
out to explore their world, the 
library can bring the world to 
them,” Rotary member Larry 

Niegowski said. 
While this program is not 

widely life-changing, it can 
change the lives of these home-
bound people.

“Delivery of library materi-
als to the homebound isn’t a big 
service project. It doesn’t di-
rectly benefit a very large num-
ber of people, and it won’t re-
sult in anything permanent to 
benefit the community at large. 
My efforts are small and the re-
sults are invisible. But I think 
that this project is very worth-
while. It is important, important 
to the home bound patron wait-
ing for my once-per-week vis-
it. And important to me,” Nie-
gowski said. 
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“We look for the 
students who 
exemplify the 
Rotary motto 
of  ‘service 

before self.”
Larry Larvik, Rotary 

member

Past Rotary Scholarship Recipients
1991
Joseph Duey
Carment 
Bumpus
Mary Kersey

1992
Robert 
Schroeder
Brad Turner
Christine Mercer

1993
Joy Frownfelter
Melanie Price
James McKenzie

1994
Eric Williams
Stacia Gibson
Laura Ropiequet

1995
John Kuhl
Jennifer Davis
Vincent Walk

1996
Jay Mann
Jamie Zauner
Deneille Baker

1997
Amy True
Stephanie 
Warren
Kelly Moulds

1998
Adrianne Neal
Joseph Webb
Jessie Wilcoxen

1999
Sarah Diel
Jennifer Storm
Chris Womack

2000
Rachelle Blume
Lindsey Ingle
Melanie Scott
Allison Groner

2001
Kristi Mehl
Chelsee elliott
Heather 
Metzelaars

2002
Brian Guinnee
Brent Trame

Kristen Drake

2003
Ashley Jabs
Whitney Wright
Brianna Janssen

2004
Mallory Moritz
Amanda Steber
Jessica Rinkel

2005
Melissa Oakley
Monica Genta
Courtney Wright

2006
Troy Lane
Erika Hildebrand
Brennen 
Humphrey

2007
Madeline 
Trimble
Connor James
Katherine Lowry

2008
Russell Voudrie
Molly Genta
Autumn 
Gillespie

2009
Gwendolyn 
Hackman
Trevor Amholdt
Jill Wetzel

2010
Lucas Voudrie
Hannah 
Covington
Lindsey 
Juszczak

2011
Munia Mustafa
Jenna Jackley
Shawna Davis

2012
Courtney 
Considine
Claire Kidwell
Alexandria 
Elliott

2013
Cody Morris
Jeremy 
Woodyard
Lacey Jo 
Solomon

2014
Sarah Foster
Chase Rich
Jacob Perry

2015
Alexandria E. L. 
Betts               
Gunner Davis    
Zachary 
Armstrong             

By Sophie Collings
Every year, the Mattoon Ro-

tary Club awards three $1,000 
scholarships to qualified Mattoon 
High School students. The stu-
dents selected must be in the top 
20 percent in their high school 
class and be very involved in ex-
tracurricular activities, according 
to the head of the Rotary Schol-
arship Program Larry Larvik. 

“We look for the students 
who exemplify the Rotary mot-
to of ‘service before self,”’ Lar-
vik said. 

The process for students be-
gins with picking up an applica-
tion at their high school counsel-
or’s office. Then the eight to 20 
students who typically apply will 
go through an interview process 
with the scholarship selection 
board.

“The interviews are probably 
15 minutes long,” Larvik said. 
“We have a set of questions we 
ask each candidate, so we can 
keep things the same. Anywhere 
between eight, 10 to 15 maybe 
even 20 sometimes (apply). I’d 
say 15 is average.”

After the board picks its three 
recipients, the winners are an-
nounced at the Honors Night cer-
emony at Mattoon High School 
in May. The money awarded can 
be spent on “direct and indirect” 
expenses, according to Larvik. 
The expenses include, tuition or 
outside costs like rent that come 
with college life. 

However, despite the $3,000 
pool awarded, Larvik and oth-
er Rotarians are surprised at the 
small number of applicants that 
apply each year. 

“That’s one of the things that 
surprises is that some of the stu-

dents who are qualified don’t ap-
ply, and we don’t know why. It’s 
based on achievement, not finan-
cial need,” he said.

With that said, the rule of three 
recipients is not set in stone. 

“There have been some years 
we have given more than $3,000. 
If we had four people who are re-
ally qualified, we will go back 
to the board and see if they can 
come up with the extra money,” 
Larvik said.

 

By Abby James

Because of successful fund-
raisers and generous donations, 
Mattoon Rotary Club was able 
to raise money to donate com-
puters to Riddle Elementary 
School in the hope of benefit-
ting the students’ education and 
learning environment. 

Alex Hagen, Rotary presi-
dent, hopes this donation will 
assist students who don’t have 
access to technology at 
home.

“I’m hoping that these 
computers are going to be 
used to help those who can’t 
afford to have computers at 
home. I’m hoping that these 
computers are going to reach 
out to those that are less 
fortunate and give them a 
chance to succeed, a chance 
to educate themselves, a chance 
to go places in life,” Hagen said. 
“Those are some lofty goals, but 
I don’t think that you can suc-
ceed unless you have some tools 
that will help you along the way. 
I hope that these computers will 
help some students to have some 
tools to start on their journey.  
Even if just makes a significant 
impact on one student, I think 
it’d be a successful project,” Ha-
gen said.

Riddle Elementary School 
Principal Christy Hild shares 
Hagen’s sentiment that these 

computers will prepare her stu-
dents for the real world. 

“Kids are using technology 
for everything. I want the class-
room to prepare the students for 
the real world without any lim-
itations. These computers will 
make more opportunities to use 
technology as vehicle for ex-
ploring the world and increase 
their exposure to content and in-
formation,” Hild said. 

Fundraising for these com-
puters was a task that involved 
working with the community 
and other Rotary clubs. 

“We have two main fundrais-
ers for our charitable work dur-
ing the course of the year. We 
have a raffle drawing that we 
do with the Charleston Rotary 
Club that we sell tickets around 
Thanksgiving and Christmas,” 
Hagen said. “We do a weekly 
drawing for winners each week. 
Each club sells tickets and we 
draw winners each week.  Mat-
toon draws Jan. 1 through June 

30 and then Charleston does the 
rest.”  

Along with the raffle draw-
ings, Rotary sought the gener-
osity of Coles County citizens 
and businesses to raise money 
for their do-
nations.

“We  a l so 
have this Me-
moria l  Day 
inse r t .  The 

businesses in 
our commu-
nity are some 
of the most 
generous people you can ask 
to have in a community. I hear 
this everywhere! Mattoon does 
a great job of taking care of its 
own. If there is a need, the peo-
ple of Mattoon band together to 
make things happen.  So, this in-
sert is a major fundraiser and the 
main reason we could help the 
students of Mattoon.  The other 
side of this is from grants from 
Rotary and a grant provided by 

the Mattoon Chamber of Com-
merce. These grants were essen-
tial in helping us make this proj-
ect a reality,” Hagen said. 

Rotary has similar plans for 
the future and hopes to create 

this electronic accessibility for 
more students in Mattoon.

“I’d like to see us do another 
project with Williams Elementa-
ry in the near future.  With the 
size of this project, we believed 
that we needed to do a project at 
one school and then move onto 
the next. We wanted to make 
sure that one of the schools got 
what they requested and not just 
partial,” Hagen said. 

Rotary donates 
computers to Riddle 
Elementary

Annual Rotary Scholarship 
benefits MHS students

“Kids are using technology for 
everything. I want the classroom to 

prepare the students for the real 
world without any limitations.”
-Christy Hild, Riddle Elementary

ILLUSTRATION BY DERBY 
ROAN
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By Trenton Bitting
Mattoon  High  School ’s 

B.I.O.N.I.C. (Believe It Or Not 
I Care) program has received 
support from Mattoon’s Rota-
ry Club and has shown great re-
sults improving overall student 
life. 

The Rotary Club had seen the 
potential in the program and has 
been supporting it for the past 
two years. 

“I didn’t even know that Ro-
tary supported it [BIONIC],” 
mentoring supervisor Saman-
tha Albrecht said; however she 
did note that with the financial 
support, the BIONIC program is 
“doing a lot of good things for 
the school.”

Rotary gives a sufficient 
amount to make sure that the 
program stays on its feet while 
at the school.

“They give $3,500 toward 
the program,” MHS Principal 
Michele Sinclair said. Sinclair 
mentioned that the simplest of 
materials such as pencils will 
add up along with the other ma-
terials that the program uses. 

B.I.O.N.I.C. is meant to help 
students so they [students] can 
be better prepared for the rest 
of their high school career, and 
the program has shown massive 
improvements with everything 
that deals with a student’s life at 
MHS.

“We’ve seen improvements 
with the attendance, discipline, 
the number of students quali-
fying for the positive incentive 
and the significant amount of 
good grades from it,” Sinclair 
said. 

B.I.O.N.I.C. has also shown 
how much they appreciate the 
help from the Rotary by doing 

something simple.
“They put ‘sponsored by the 

Rotary Club’ on the back of the 
shirts that they [B.I.O.N.I.C.] 
print out,” Sinclair said.

The impact made by the pro-
gram will continue to be with 
MHS. Rotary will be proud to 
know that the students at MHS 
take their generous contributions 

very well.
“It offers a chance for kids to 

be leaders and to make friends, 
even if they have a hard time 
making them,” Albrecht said.

Rotary support pushes 
B.I.O.N.I.C. forward

Above: MHS juniors Annabelle Blanchette and Ryan Taylor show off  their 
finished outfits fashioned by their freshman mentees. Mentors and men-
tees meet and eat lunch together every other Thursday.
Below: MHS freshman Jacob Wiebking participates in a B.I.O.N.I.C. fresh-
man mentoring activity where he creates an outfit out of  streamers, pipe 
cleaners and newspaper for Blanchette to wear.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE MHS RIDDLE YEARBOOK

Above, Below, and Far Right: The B.I.O.N.I.C. transfer team meets with their transfer students for lunch to 
check make sure that they are getting comfortable with school and finding their way around. A transfer team 
member is paired with a transfer student and helps them find their way around the school, such as walking 
with them to their classes.
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By Alexa Kimberlin
Rotarian of the Year is chosen every year at a banquet at the end of 

June. Current President Alex Hagen explained what Rotarian of the Year 
is. 

“The Rotarian of the Year is an annual award given out to a member of 
the Club in recognition of their outstanding achievements in the club and 
the community.  There are specific requirements that each Rotarian of the 
Year needs to meet in order to get the award.” Hagen said. 

2015 Rotarian of the Year Rodney Morris gives more insight on the 
subject. 

“Rotarian of the Year generally meets the following minimum require-
ments: Has been a Rotarian for at least five years is not the current Rotary 
President and was not a previous Rotarian of the Year,” Morris said. “In 
addition, other considerations include: being a Paul Harris Fellow, hav-
ing served as a club officer, including President, and overall club partic-
ipation, including activities, serving on 
committees, etc.  Further consideration 
may include overall community involve-
ment.” 

One thing that qualified Morris to be 
Rotarian of the Year was his commit-
ment over time. Morris said he has been 
in Rotary for almost three decades.

 “I have been a Rotarian in Mattoon 
since 1989.  My first exposure to Rota-
ry came in 1981, when I was recognized 
as a Rotary Student of the Month in 
Champaign while attending Champaign 
Centennial High School,” Morris said. 
“While in high school, I also served as a 
Member of Interact - which is an orga-
nization of Outstanding Students com-
mitted to community service and spon-
sored by Rotary.” 

Morris explained how they told him 
that he was the Rotarian of the Year. 

“Recognition as Rotarian of the Year was announced during a club 
meeting.  Some of the items mentioned in presentation included my hav-
ing served as Club President in 1994, being a Paul Harris Fellow, several 
years of serving on committees for scholarship recognition, Rural Urban 
Communication and New Teacher Recognition.   The annual Rural Urban 
luncheon was referenced as one the clubs highlighted programs each year, 

and as a joint project with the Charleston Rotary Club, serves as a means 
of increasing communication between nearly 200 farm and urban attend-
ees,” Morris said. 

Morris has accomplished many things in his 27 years in Rotary. 
“Some specific accomplishments during my year as Club President in-

cluded establishing an annual Vocational Occupations Recognition Award 
for a non-Rotarian, establishing a community partnership in conjunction 
with Ronald McDonald Children Charities to create a newly renovated 
playground at the Head Start School, and representing the Mattoon Club 
at the International Rotary Convention in Melbourne, Australia,” Mor-
ris said. 

But, not every action is a widely- 
recognized accomplishment.  

“Some of my overall communi-
ty participation has included serving 
on the Mattoon School Board for 14 
years, having served on the Board of 
Mid-Illinois Big Brothers/Big Sisters, 
having been a board member for the 
Coles County Extension Service and 
as a 20 year 4-H Livestock Superin-
tendent, as Chairman of the Agricul-
tural Advisory Council for the Mat-
toon High School Agricultural pro-
gram, and regularly serving as an auc-
tioneer for numerous local charities 
and organizations, such as the Coles 
County United Way, Big Brothers/Big 

Sisters, Lerna Lions, Wabash Valley 
Fire Department and St. John’s School, 
just to mention a few.” 

2014 Rotarian of the Year Rick Hall said that participants of Rotary 
don’t try to go out and be a Rotarian of the Year.

“I do not think that people actually try to become Rotarian of the Year.  
It is recognition of a long term commitment and long history of involve-
ment in Rotary Club.  It is not just what you did in the last year but what 
you have accomplished since being a member of Rotary club.  I think 
when you are selected it is greatly appreciated and an honor.” Hall said.

Rotarians  
of the  
Year 

PEACE MEAL DELIVERY
By Dean Willaredt

Rotary channels our commitment to service at home and abroad 
through five Avenues of Service, which are the foundation of club ac-
tivity. Delivering Peace Meals allows Rotarians to fulfill a Communi-
ty Service goal which encourages every Rotarian to find ways to im-
prove the quality of life for people in their communities and to serve 
the public interest.

Rotarians are busy professionals who care enough to take time 
out of their day to volunteer to deliver lunch-time meals to persons 
in need of a nutritional meal. Mattoon Rotary has delivered Peace 
Meals for more than 15 years to those in need in the City of Mattoon. 
We deliver three routes per day for five days on an eight week rota-
tion.

Hot and cold meals are picked up at the Peace Meal kitchen and 
are delivered by Rotarians in their personal cars to people who need 
a nutritional meal. A large part of delivering meals is making contact 
with these folks who may have no contact with others during their 
day. Providing a friendly “Hello” and a smile is a big part of deliver-
ing meals. As Rotarians deliver meals they also ensure the recipients 
are at home and safe. If the resident does not answer the door, the 
Rotarian will contact Peace Meals who will, in turn, contact a care-
taker to make sure the recipient is not in distress. There have been 
situations in the past where a Rotarian has found a recipient in dis-
tress and has immediately called for emergency services. Other times 
Rotarians have identified housing quality or safety issues and have 
coordinated home repairs or improvements for a resident.

Rodney Morris, Rotarian of  the Year in 2015, has been a member 
of  Rotary since 1989.

Pictured above are Rick Hall and Rodney Morris, 2014 and 2015 Rotarians of  
the Year, respectively.

ROTARY FOOD DRIVE
By Gary Swearingen     

  For the past 29 years, the Rotary 
Club of Mattoon has hosted an annu-
al food drive that supports local food 
pantries by collecting canned and 
non-perishable goods from residents 
of the community. Volunteers from 
various local businesses and other or-
ganizations go door-to-door through-
out Mattoon in order to gather the do-
nations, and after they have been col-
lected they are split between the Mat-
toon Food Pantry and the Salvation 
Army.

In recent years, the food drive has 
collected an average of approximate-
ly 20,000 pounds of food for needy 
families in the community, and each 
year, the need for donations grows 
more and more. During its first year 
in 1986, the Mattoon Food Pantry 

served around 1,700 people annually. 
That number has now grown to 1,700 
people per month in 2016. From se-
nior citizens to families with young 
children, the local food pantries en-
sure that citizens of the communi-
ty who are in need are provided with 
food on a monthly basis.

This growing issue of hunger in 
the community is why the annual Ro-
tary Food Drive has become such an 
important and worthwhile event. It 
takes place on the first Saturday of 
every December in order to stock the 
shelves before the Christmas season, 
and around 200-250 volunteers ensure 
that the process runs efficiently. Ulti-
mately, it is a rewarding experience to 
see members of the community come 
together and sacrifice a few hours of 
their time in order to make a signifi-
cant impact on members of the com-
munity who are less fortunate. 

A Rotarian carries a cooler filled with food as part of  the Peace 
Meal Senior Nutrition Program. Peace Meal requests a donation of  
$3.50 per meal.  Participants are encouraged to contribute as they 
are able, but no one will be turned away based on an inability to 
donate. The fresh meal served contains 1/3 of  the recommended nu-
trients for older adults, and careful consideration is given to sodium, 
cholesterol and sugar content. Meals are available to those who are 
unable to attend a nutrition site. 

Rotary projects for every need

Above: The Mattoon Rotary’s annual Roadside Clean-Up’s 
mission is to beautify the community. Below: Steve Kite 
and Mike Snow build handicap-accessible garden boxes for 
Fit2Serve at community nursing homes.

From food provision to clean-up services, members work to better Mattoon
MAKING A LASTING IMPACT
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A message from the President ...
Alex Hagen Our Generous Sponsors THANK YOU!

Mattoon 
Rotary Club Members

Coles Cumberland Medical Society

Consolidated Communications

Doehring, Winders & Co, LLP 

First Mid-Illinois Bank and Trust

K.C. Summers

Mike Staton of Coldwell Banker  
Classic Real Estate

Nelson Property Management

Nelson’s Chauffeured Transportation

Pilson Auto Center

Porter Auto Body

RSM US LLP

Standerfer Properties  
and Senior Design Duplexes 

The Upchurch Group, Inc.

Sarah Bush Lincoln Health Center

Slumberland Furniture

United Graphics, Inc.
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Well, another year as a member of Rotary has 
come and passed. Another year of Service above 
Self.  The only difference this year for me....this 
time, I have to write the President's message.  It's 
an odd feeling being the President of a club as-
sociated with the world's oldest service organiza-
tion.  As I explained to people over the past two 
years that I was going to be, or am, the president 
of the Mattoon Rotary Club, I was always told 
congratulations.  I never understood why they 
were telling me congratulations. I would think 
that "oh, I'm sorry" would be more appropriate. 
I took this position because Bob Becker wouldn't 
stop asking me until I said yes.  I think I said no 
three times.

It wasn't until I actually took the reins of the 
club that I found out more about Rotary and the 
impact that one small club can make in a commu-
nity. I didn't realize until I went through the train-
ing what an impact of several small clubs banding 
together can do.  Those small clubs can make up 
the world’s largest service organization that is in 
more countries than the United Nations. This in-
ternational organization can take on the disease of 
Polio and eradicate it from the face of the Earth.  
It all can start with one person who wants to put 
others’ needs ahead of their own.

As I write this message, I'm thinking of what 

Rotary has done for me and how we've 
impacted our community.  Rotary isn't just a 
bunch of old, white-haired (or bald) men sitting 
around in a room like the old days.  Some of our 
best, most influential members are women. Some 
of the hardest working people in the club are un-
der the age of 40.  It is this collective group of our 
members that allows us to do great things in our 
community. Each one of these individuals has tal-
ents that are used in our club to do our various 
projects.

The major project that our club had this year 
was providing computers for the Mattoon school 
district. My hope is that this will improve the ed-
ucational experience of our youth.  Our interac-
tion with the school system doesn't start or stop 
there. Our club has several projects that we inter-
act with the students of our community. We have 
the student of the month, give out four scholar-
ships to MHS graduates, and have sponsored the 
amazing program, B.I.O.N.I.C. We work with the 
graphic arts department to print club directories 
and with the MHS Mirror. The future of our lit-
tle community isn't in the hands of the old white-
haired men sitting in the back room. The future is 
with our youth.  I believe that is why we have so 
much interaction with our school system. 

The work of our club mostly goes unnoticed. 

We don't  l ike to 
brag to others about 
what we do as a 
club. We help oth-
ers and we keep our mouths shut. We help the 
community without the need or desire for recog-
nition!  It goes along with Rotary International's 
motto, Service above Self.  If we put the needs of 
our community ahead of our own desires, we'll 
leave this place a little better than when we came 
into it.

I guess when people told me congratulations 
over the last two years, now I saw thanks. Thanks 
for knowing what we do and appreciating our 
work.  We are appreciative of all the supporters of 
our Club and want to thank each of the generous 
businesses in our community who have helped us 
along the way.  We wouldn't be able to make a 
difference without the generosity of our commu-
nity.  Also, a big thank you to my wife who put 
up with me for the last year! 

Thanks to everyone who has supported us, and 
we look forward to making our community just a 
little better than yesterday.

Adams Memorials

Alamo Steakhouse

Brown’s Auto Sales

Card’s Appliance

Century 21

Coldwell Banker Classic Real Estate

Corrie Appraisal & Consulting, Inc.

Dick McDaniel, Broker - Century 21 
KIMA Properties

Diamond Brothers

Elliott Furniture 

Fire Extinguisher Service and Sales

Fred Biggs Electric Supply 

Gene Eagleson

Hunan Fine Asian Cuisine

Jack & Bill’s Men’s Clothiers

KIMA Cleaning and Restoration

Land of Lincoln Credit Union

Larry Larvick

Law Office of  
Armstrong & Grove, LLC 

Law Offices of  
Winter-Black & Baker

Life’s Journey Senior Living

Lorenz Supply

Mattoon Precision Manufacturing

Mattoon Rehabilitation  
and Health Care Center 

Meadowview Golf Course

Mitchell-Jerdan Funeral Home

Monitor Sign Service, Inc.

Morgan’s Meat Market

Neal Tire

Niemeyer Repair Service

Pagliacci’s Family Dining

Rick Hall

Rogala Public Links

Rural King

S&K Air Power Tool & Supply

Safety Compliance, Inc.

Sanders Quality Concrete

Stacey’s House of Colors

State Senator Dale Righter

The First National Bank

Wal-Mart

West & Company, LLC

Willaredt Self Storage
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By Derby Roan
PolioPlus, a project 31 years in the making, 

continues its progress in the fight against the dead-
ly polio virus. With the support of its partners, Ro-
tary has drastical-
ly decreased the 
spread of polio.

When the Po-
lioPlus Initiative 
began in 1985, 
350,000 cases of 
the virus were re-
ported worldwide 
each year. Three 
decades and 2.5 
billion immuniza-
tions later, the an-
nual number of 
cases has been re-
duced to less than 
400, a 99.9 per-
cen t  reduc t ion 
from the genesis 
of PolioPlus.

Rotary alone has 
raised $1.5 billion 
to combat the dis-
ease, with its ally, 
the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation, 
agreeing to match 
its donations two-to-one. The funds raised have pro-
vided the resources to vaccinate the ill.

However, fighting Polio is not only a matter of 
money for Rotary members. Because of Rotary’s 

advocacy efforts, $10 billion has been contribut-
ed by donor governments. Rotary members can 
also serve through donations of time. Rotarians 
have the option to partner with UNICEF to reach 

more inaccessible 
victims. 

T h e  i n f e c t -
ed who have not 
been  vacc ina t -
ed are often diffi-
cult to reach due 
to their countries’ 
geography  and 
economies. Ro-
tary members are 
able to help trans-
port vaccines to 
these seemingly 
unreachable peo-
ple. The remain-
ing 1 percent of 
victims will be the 
most difficult to 
reach because of 
the way they live. 
As long as these 
few sufferers re-
main, their coun-
tries are still sus-
ceptible to out-
breaks.

However, Rotary remains committed to the 
eradication of Polio, continuing to provide mone-
tary relief and volunteer work in an effort to com-
bat this dying virus.

Rotary participates 
in PolioPlus project

          mattoonrotary.org  |  May 2016  |  Rotary International  |  12


