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Rotarian women sit 
during a meeting at 
Pagliacci’s in Mattoon.

25 years of women in Rotary

Janet Grove, left, and Gayla 
McDaniel, right, serve as two 
influential Rotarians. McDaniel 
was the first female president 
of  Mattoon Rotary.

Rotarian Ali Young enjoys some 
Pagliacci’s pizza before a Rotary 
meeting in Mattoon. 

Rotarian Deb Albin 
collects “Happy 
Dollars” at a Rotary 
meeting.
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25 years of women in Rotary

Gayla McDaniel 
leads Rotarians and 
guests in song at 
a Rotary meeting 
at Pagliacci’s in 
Mattoon.

By Christin Watkins
Looking at the Mat-

toon Rotary website, 
it is easy to see that 
women have become 
essential to the dynam-
ic of Rotary as a whole. 
Nearly half of the di-
rectors are women, not 
to mention the count-
less female members. 
With this in mind, it is 
difficult to believe that 
a mere 25 years ago 
marked the first year a 
woman was allowed to 
be inducted into the so-
ciety.

This woman who 
made history was Ja-
net Grove, and she, 
along with the first fe-
male president, Gay-
la McDaniel, provided 
the stepping stones for 
all women who wish 
to make a difference 
through Mattoon Ro-
tary.

McDaniel tells of the 
one-of-a-kind experi-
ence she went through 
during her year as pres-
ident.

“The year I served, 
all three presidents in 
all three clubs were fe-
male. [It was] a novel-
ty,” McDaniel said.

She notes that this 
was not an easy tran-

sition for Rotary to 
make.

“Some clubs were 
resistant to change…it 
was a mindset change 
for the members,” Mc-
Daniel said.

However, she finds 
that through this expe-
rience, Mattoon Rota-
ry was able to flourish 
with the inclusion of 
women in the society.

“The organization as 
a whole has learned 
h o w  v a l u -
able women 
c a n  b e … 
[Women] 
a d d  a 
big 

contribution to what 
Mattoon Rotary can ac-
complish,” McDaniel 
said.

As president, Mc-
Daniel was able to take 
part in major events 
that others may not 
have been able to expe-
rience.

“I attended an in-
ternational convention 
[hosted 

in the United States]. 
It was great to go and 
see all of the different 
countries,” McDaniel 
said.

This unique event 
gave McDaniel an op-
portunity to experience 
other cultures.

“[There were many] 
different dignitaries 
and members in their 
native dress. It was just 

phenomenal [to 
see] all of 

the 

different countries, and 
I didn’t have to leave 
the United States. [It 
was] very profound; I 
was touched,” McDan-
iel said.  

Her fond memories 
as the president of Mat-
toon Rotary extend far 
beyond interesting cer-
emonies; she believes 
that her time with the 
organization made a 
positive impact on her 
as well as the commu-
nity.

“I always have sat-
isfaction in projects 
because you really do 
give back. I walk away 

with a good feeling 
knowing [I] have 

really helped oth-
ers,” McDaniel 
said.

S h e  f e e l s 
that her time 
w a s  w e l l 
worth it.

“I do like 
that it was 
n o t  j u s t 
about rais-
ing funds. I 
really made 
a  d i f f e r -
ence,” Mc-
Daniel said.
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By Sydney Edwards

The Mattoon Rotary recently 
sent out their Group Study Ex-
change team to Denmark. The 
team consisted of Robert Quick, 
Sara Johnson, Jaymee Attaway 
and leader Debbie Albin. While 
the team was in Denmark, they 
grew professionally, culturally 
and personally from the change 
in environment. 

Debbie Albin has been a 
member of the Mattoon Rotary 
for 10 years and decided to ap-
ply to be on the team after her 
past experience with the pro-
gram.

“I love to travel and learn 
about other cultures. I also love 
Rotary. By being a part of this 
team, I was able to learn about 
another country and their cul-
ture, and I was able to represent 
Rotary in another part of the 
world,” Albin said. “I have host-
ed many of the GSE team mem-
bers from other countries in pre-
vious years, and this world give 
me a good opportunity to see 
what it is like on the other side!”

Another team member, Jay-
mee Attaway, said she joined the 
Group Exchange team because 
she is not on Rotary and wanted 
to experience it.

“I have always admired Ro-
tary for all they do for the com-
munity. And, with this trip, it al-
lowed me to be part of the Ro-
tary experience,” Attaway said. 
“Furthermore, I embrace an op-
portunity that allows me to trav-
el and earn about new cultures. 
Last but not least, I am proud to 
be an American and felt honored 
to be able to represent our great 
country!”

Sara Johnson, another team 
member, said she heard about 
the trip from someone else and 
wanted to experience it herself.

“I absolutely love to travel, 

especially for prolonged periods 
of time where you really get to 
be immersed in a new culture.  
I had a friend who had gone 
on the trip last year, and when 
I heard about it, I knew it was 
something I wanted to be a part 
of,” Johnson said. 

Albin said she felt a simi-
lar sense of pride for the United 
States while visiting Denmark.

“I appreciate being an Amer-
ican, but I realize that we need 
to do a better job of taking care 
of our citizens and our environ-

ment.  Denmark is much bet-
ter at it,” Albin said. “The U.S. 
could learn a lot from them.  I 
am not a fan of our govern-
ment’s healthcare initiative, but 
I realize that it is what is needed 
here.  We just have a long way 
to go before it will work correct-
ly.  I don’t think our citizens are 
ready to pay the taxes necessary 
to make it work well.”

Albin is the only GSE team 
member that is a Rotarian, and 
she said there was a lot involved 
in being the leader. But, she did 
that work in order to make the 
team great.

The GSE team was in Den-
mark for entire month of Sep-
tember, and Albin said that the 
team would have stayed longer 

if they could have. 
“It was absolutely fantastic! 

The climate was pretty similar 
to ours, but the country is sur-
rounded by oceans. We were 
never further than a couple of 
hours from water,” Albin said.

Attaway said she felt like 
Denmark was a place that felt 
like home.

“Denmark is a wonderful 
country. In 2013, it was actual-
ly voted the happiest place on 
earth. I now understand why. 
Not only is Denmark full of 

beauti-
f u l  c a s -
t l e s  a n d 
breathtak-
ing scen-
ery, it  is 
home  to 
s o m e  o f 
t h e  n i c -
e s t  peo -
p l e  y o u 
will ever 
meet .  In 
Denmark, 
t h e r e  i s 
n o  s u c h 
thing as a 
stranger,” 

Attaway said. 
Geographically speaking, Al-

bin said “Denmark is rough-
ly 1/3 the size of Illinois, and 
we were in the upper 1/3 of the 
country. Although it was a small 
geographical area, it was jam-
packed with interesting sites and 
people.”

Those people have a different 
way of looking at life according 
to Attaway. 

“Personally, I experienced 
‘hygge.’ Hygge is not a typi-
cal word that we use in our ev-
eryday life. But, to the Danes, 
it is more than just a word. It is 
a way of life. It means coziness 
and togetherness,” Attaway said. 

“One of the many ways the 
Danes achieve this is with can-

dles. Danes love candles. Many 
a nights, our team spent having 
delicious homemade meals and 
enjoying memorable talks with 
our host families at beautifully 
candlelit tables. The Danes are 
different than us in that they are 
all about home-cooked meals. 
Even the bread that they would 
serve would be homemade. 
They took a lot of pride in their 
dinners. They were truly made 
with the most important ingredi-
ent, love.”

Albin said the things she ex-
perienced geographically and 
emotionally changed her views 
professionally.“Professionally, I 
learned more than I expected to.  
I am currently the Area Direc-
tor for Catholic Charities.  We 
have a lot of social programs to 
help people, and we have the re-
sale store to help pay for those 
programs.  Denmark has a sys-
tem that they take care of their 
people.  Taxes are much higher, 
but in return, everything is paid 
for.  Education, healthcare, and 
other things are all paid for.  We 
didn’t see the poverty there that 
we have here.  We visited resale 
stores there, and I had the op-
portunity to visit nursing homes 
and healthcare facilities,” Albin 
said. “I am also a director for 
Coles Moultrie Electric Compa-
ny, so I visited a lot of their elec-
tric companies.  They are much 
more progressive in Denmark.  
A lot of the people have their 
own solar panels or windmills 
to help take care of their elec-
tric needs.  The goal of the gov-
ernment is for the country to get 
to zero energy and not have to 
worry about renewable energy.  

Denmark trip brings

“Denmark is a wonderful country. 
In 2013, it was actaully voted 
the happiest place on earth. 

I now understand why.”
-Debbie Albin
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Professionally, Attaway 
felt inspired by Denmark as 
well.

“I learned a lot of be-
hind the scenes things in 
how businesses run. Af-
ter returning, I took a dif-
ferent direction profession-
ally. I changed jobs. I went 
from working retail sales at 
Cracker Barrel to working for 
Arcola Schools as a one-on-one 
aide. So, professionally, I would 
say this trip inspired me to pur-
sue a career that my heart had 
always wanted to do. Now with 
my job, I feel that I am making 
a difference in the world! And 
that is the best feeling,” Attaway 
said.

Johnson said she learned a 
whole new aspect of her profes-
sion while she was Denmark.

“Denmark is definitely a de-
sign-oriented society, so, as a 
designer, I learned a lot while 
there.  I spent many days vis-
iting various design firms, and 
talking with architects and de-
sign professionals. The Dan-
ish style is a little more contem-
porary and minimalistic than 
in most towns here in the U.S.  
They also are very advanced in 
sustainability, so I learned about 
many techniques in designing 
‘passive’ houses (ones that oper-
ate using very little to no ener-
gy),” Johnson said. 

Johnson also said she learned 
how to be unique with her de-
signing in Denmark.

“I learned so much about 
clean, simple design and how 
valuable the basic essentials of 
design are, which are principles 
I put to daily use in my job as a 
product designer.  I also learned 
to expand my way of thinking 
about some architectural pro-
grams like schools and librar-

ies.  We saw a library in the cen-
ter of a shopping mall that had 
playground elements incorporat-
ed that was one of the most suc-
cessful architectural projects I 
have ever visited, and a few of 
the schools were very focused 
on free-thinking activity centers 
in the hallways or in recreational 
areas,” Johnson said. “They had 
large beanbag nooks, lego sta-
tions, and media centers spread 
throughout the school, and very 
few of the students could be 
found in an actual classroom.  
They weren’t afraid to try some-
thing ‘out of the box’ which is a 
characteristic I hope to adapt in 
my work as well.”

While on their way to the air-
port, Johnson said that the GSE 
team received a little treat that 
was to their benefit.

“We were lucky and were 
able to take a limo to the airport, 
which was fun.  We needed the 
room for all our luggage,” John-
son said.

After the limo ride, the trip 
to Denmark was logistically un-
eventful according to Albin, but 
Attaway said when they finally 
got to the airport something fun-
ny happened.

“At the airport, we were 
greeted by Rotary members. 
They informed us that we would 
be giving our first presentation 
in an hour and half. And, that 
we would need to take the fer-
ry and that it would be an 1 1/2 
hours to get there. We had been 

in flight for 9 hours, so much 
for getting refreshed before our 
very first presentation in a for-
eign country. Needless to say, 
the evening went great,” Att-
away said.

Now that the trip is over, At-
taway and Albin have been able 
to pick their favorite event while 
in Denmark. Albin’s favorite 
memory was a celebration was 
for the Queen of Denmark.

“I think my favorite memo-
ry though was celebrating with 
local citizens when their Queen 
came to town.  It was like being 
in a fairy tale.  It was our first 
big event since it happened the 
second day we were there,” Al-
bin said.

Attaway’s favorite memory 
also involved the Queen.

“I would have to say the most 
memorable part of the trip was 
seeing the queen. During our 
first week, we got to attend a pa-
rade showcasing their wonderful 
queen and all her beautiful hors-
es. Our host families even took 

us the night before to an event 
where you could go see and pet 
all the queens horses. And they 
had her carriage on display to 
view. Seeing the queen and  be-
ing part of the captivating  au-

dience  are memories that I will 
treasure forever,” Albin said.

The trip to Denmark was 
something that only certain peo-
ple will experience in their life-
time. Especially for Johnson after 
her contact with a little creature.

“I loved visiting an old light-
house on top of some very large 
sand dunes.  From there, we 
could look out over the ocean.  
The dunes shift so much every 
year, that sometimes the light-
house is half-covered in sand.  
Also, another one of the most 
unique experiences I had was 
at a rainforest dome, which was 
sort of like a zoo, but all the an-
imals were running loose i side.  
I opened the door to come face 
to face with a 6 inch long snake, 
got up close and personal with 
some lemurs, and ducked while 
some bats flew by my head,” 
Johnson said.

The Rotary is to thank for 
this. They have been able help 
the team members personally 
and professionally.

“ I will always remember this 
trip.  I learned a lot of things and 
met a lot of wonderful people.  
Someday I hope to go back and 
I know that I will have a lot of 
friends to visit,” Albin said.

Group Exchange together
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ALex hAgen
 

Q: Who or what inspired to become a member of 
Rotary? How so?

A: I got involved with Rotary in order to give 
back to the community. I grew up here in Mattoon 
and want to raise a family here. I think it’s on the 
citizens of the city to make sure that we keep a good 
community for our kids and grandkids. I always 
enjoyed being in Mattoon, and I want to make sure 
my kids have the same experience that I did. 

Q: What’s your favorite aspect or something the 
most interests you about Rotary?

A: One of the core values of Rotary is childhood 
literacy. In the future years, I’d like to get our club 
back involved with our grade schools. Find ways 
that we, as a club, can help the youth with reading. I 
believe that if we stress literacy and hard work at a 
young age, it will be beneficial to them later in life.

Q: What has Rotary personally taught you?

A: Even though I knew there were people out 
there helping the community, I didn’t realize how 
much effort civic organizations put into keeping 
our community together. There is a lot of work to 
keeping Mattoon the same place that we inherited. 
There are a lot of people in Rotary that do so much 
to help the people of Mattoon. It’s rewarding to 
know that we’re a piece of the puzzle that keeps 
Mattoon moving.

BLAke FAirchiLd

Q: Who or what inspired to become a member of Rotary? How so?

A: Amy Borntrager was my sponsor for Rotary. She is a board member at the 
Y[MCA] and thought it would be good if I came to a few meetings to see what 
Rotary was all about. I came away from these first few meetings thinking that 
Rotary was an organization that does a lot in our community, and I wanted to 
become involved in that.

Q: What’s your favorite aspect or something the most interests you about 
Rotary?

A: I have two favorite aspects that interest me about Rotary. The first is the 
Rotary Food Drive. I am amazed by how the community comes together on this 
project and how many volunteers help in the collection of food. The amount 
of food that this drive brings in is incredible. The second aspect is the weekly 
programs.  We have speakers come from various organizations within our 
community, and it is very rewarding to hear what is going on in Mattoon and the 
surrounding area.

Q: What has Rotary personally taught you?

A: As a Rotarian, I am part of an organization that is making a difference in not 
only my community but all over the world. I could not have such a widespread 
impact alone. I have met many wonderful people and made great friendships 
along the way.

Q: Who or what inspired to become a member of Rotary? How so?

A: I was inspired to join Rotary when I saw all the different ways that Rotary clubs in 
our area were helping their communities. I wanted to be part of an organization that 
was making a difference to our communities not only locally but all over the world.

Q: What’s your favorite aspect or something that most interests you about 
Rotary?

A: My favorite aspect of Rotary is that it is an international organization. Even though 
we are from all over the globe, we are striving to make our communities better through 
common goals.

Q: What has Rotary personally taught you?

A: Rotary has taught me the importance of community and how important it is to work 
together.

Young 
Rotarians:
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kAthLeen stAton

Q: Who or what inspired to become a member of Rotary? How so?

A: I was inspired to join Rotary when I saw all the different ways that Rotary clubs in 
our area were helping their communities. I wanted to be part of an organization that 
was making a difference to our communities not only locally but all over the world.

Q: What’s your favorite aspect or something that most interests you about 
Rotary?

A: My favorite aspect of Rotary is that it is an international organization. Even though 
we are from all over the globe, we are striving to make our communities better through 
common goals.

Q: What has Rotary personally taught you?

A: Rotary has taught me the importance of community and how important it is to work 
together.

ALi young

Q: Who or what inspired to become a member of 
Rotary? How so?
A: I was inspired by Stacy Walker who was a co-
worker of mine at K.C. Summers. She has been a 
member for almost a year and thought that I would 
be a good fit for the Mattoon Rotary Club. After I 
visited the club a few times, I knew right away that 
I was interested. It’s a pretty awesome feeling to be 
surrounded by people every Monday that believe in 
service above self. What a perfect way to start my 
week. Janet Grove is very inspiring to me, and I hope 
to be as dedicated as she is. She has opened the door 
for women at the Mattoon Rotary Club as she was the 
first woman Rotarian.

Q: What’s your favorite aspect or something the 
most interests you about Rotary?

A: One amazing aspect of being a member of 
the Mattoon Rotary Club is that we are given an 
opportunity to help fight disease, hunger, illiteracy 
and poverty locally and on a global scale. There is no 
better feeling than to help those in need and to be able 
to take part in bettering our community. I have built 
so many wonderful friendships through the Mattoon 
Rotary Club, and I am so proud to be a part of a club 
of good people doing good things.

Q: What has Rotary personally taught you?

A: Rotary has taught me to be more aware of the need 
in our community. Rotary has taught me that it is 
possible to make a change.

Experiencing 
Service

          mattoonrotary.org  |  May 2015  |  Rotary International  |  7



By Jacob Harris
From the East Coast to the West Coast, Oregon to D.C., Japan to 

Mattoon, Illinois? Maya Hirano, a foreign exchange student from 
Japan, has landed in the corn-surrounded town of Mattoon. 

As Maya Hirano takes on the ride of the Green Wave, she said 
she “loves” America, even though Hirano said she does miss home 
and will be glad to be on home territory.

 The first family Hirano stayed with was the Swearingens. Gary, 
the father of the family, explained his experience of having Hirano 
as “fantastic.” 

 “She has become part of our family, especially to my two daugh-
ters, Kyra (11) and Ella (7). She is now a big sister to them. Maya 
is always still wanting to get together with us after she moved onto 
her other family,” Swearingen said. 

Another family Maya has lived with to is the Snows. Mike, being 
the father, described the experience as joyful. 

“She is a very pleasant person and always has a smile on her 
face. She is always enthusiastic and enjoys new experiences,” said 
Snow, another Rotary member. 

It is not only her host families who have enjoyed her company in 
the United States; Hirano has also had a pleasant stay in the land of 
the free and home of the brave.   

“I’m going to miss America,” said Hirano. “American people are 
very friendly.” 

In fact, Hirano had nothing but good words to say about her 
American experience, particularly the cuisine.    

“Everything is fried,” Hirano said. Considering she is from Ja-
pan, she noted that American food is quite different. Hirano also 
noted she is considered “fat” where she is from, which most Amer-
icans would consider untrue.  

There are many more differences between Mattoon and Hirano’s 
home town, Okawa. Around 40,000 live in Okawa, and Mattoon 
has approximately 20,000. Hirano explained the difference of the 
two cities by noting, “wow, they are very different.” Mattoon is 
a flat town, and Okawa is building after building of skyscrapers. 
Another major difference would be the two languages. Hirano can 
speak English with some difficulty, while blazing through the Jap-
anese language.  

Snow had some words to say about speaking the different lan-
guage.  

“Sadly, I am embarrassed to say that I am still mono-linguistic. 
Maya is our fifth exchange student representing four different coun-
tries and languages, (one student from Switzerland, two students 
from Brazil, one student from Sweden) and unfortunately, I have 
very little knowledge of any of those languages.”   

Swearingen agreed but said, “she has taught us many Japanese 
words. One of the most fun is always ‘Konnichiwa’ which means 
hello.” 

The differences about Mattoon and Okawa could go on, but one 
aspect someone might find interesting is the relationship to other 
genders. Hirano noted and explained that girls hang out with oth-
er girls and guys hang out with other guys, and that is strictly how 
it is. Unless you are in a relationship with one another, then you do 
not spend time together.  That is very different than American soci-
ety. In America, a girl may have a guy best friend and hang out with 
him every day, but only as friends. Hirano stated one could not find 
people like that in Okawa unless dating. 

Regardless of the differences between the cities and cultures, Hi-
rano’s experience has been one to remember. 

“Maya loved our trip to Chicago,” Snow said, “especially our 
shopping.”  

 

Japanese exchange 
student sees America 
through Rotary
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By Taya Quarles
Mattoon High School has a 

group called B.I.O.N.I.C., Be-
lieve It Or Not I Care, which gives 
MHS students the opportunity to 
help others in need with the aid of 
a grant from the Mattoon Rotary.

“The fact that I get to help out 
people that need it is my favorite 
thing,” junior Gaby Garza, a men-
tor for freshmen, said.

B.I.O.N.I.C. helps the freshmen 
at the high school get around and 
find someone to whom they can 
talk. Freshmen and their mentors 
meet on certain days for lunch so 
that students can eat with someone 
they actually know and to ask any 
questions about what it means to 
be in high school. They also play 
games and other fun activates. 
B.I.O.N.I.C. also helps when stu-
dents are in need of support in 
other circumstances through the 
Grief Team (delivering pies to 
students and staff who have lost 
a loved one), Extended Absence 
Team (helping students with tu-
toring and making up lost time at 
school), and Transfer Team (aiding 
students who have just joined the district at getting used to MHS). 

“I knew a couple people at the high school before I even came, 
but I’m glad they had someone there to actually help me out,” 
freshman mentee Lexi Goer said.

With the help of Rotary and Rotary President Mark Nelson, 
B.I.O.N.I.C. is supported. Rotary is pledging $3,500 to fund 
the program, and many people at a fall Mattoon Rotary meeting 
thought B.I.O.N.I.C. was a unique idea.

Nelson said he has a long history with MHS and the school dis-
trict, so he thought it was a “no-brainer” to help out. 

“B.I.O.N.I.C. is one of the coolest things I got to do as presi-
dent, and I’m proud of it,” Nelson said.

B.I.O.N.I.C. helps out a lot in the community and in school, and 
Mattoon Rotary is pleased to be part of the change that his hap-
pening. 

“If I ever did anything right, at least I got that right,” Nelson 
said.

Rotary support propels 
B.I.O.N.I.C. forward at MHS
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A message from the President ...
Mark Nelson

Thank you for looking over the Mattoon 
Rotary Club’s 2015 Annual Insert. There is 
a good chance that you have heard about 
Rotary International, and this publication 
is yet another step to help get the Rotary 
name out to others.  

The term used most often to describe an 
organization like Rotary is “service club.” 
Not an unfitting description. Service clubs 
provide services to a community. However, 
Rotary goes well beyond the boundaries of 
any community; Rotary is global.  

I know you aren’t reading this to discov-
er what Rotary is up to in many far away 
countries, but I would be remiss if I didn’t 
let you know how far-reaching this orga-
nization is on our planet. Rotary Interna-
tional has led the way to wipe out Polio 
from every corner of the globe. Providing 
clean water for those that can’t is yet anoth-
er global project that knows no boundaries. 
My passion for Rotary is founded in the be-
lief that Rotary is always in the right place 

at the right time.
I am proud to say that on the local lev-

el the same theme holds true: being in the 
right place at the right time and doing the 
right thing, even if no one is looking. 

The annual Rotary Comedy Night has 
all the ingredients for a fun night out, great 
food and drinks, and an entertaining group 
of comedians from the Chicago area. But 
what you don’t see are the statistics of how 
many young people over the past 10 years 
are alive and well today. The free heart 
scans they got as a high school student in-
dicated they needed some cardiac care due 
to a problem that had gone unnoticed since 
birth. 

That is what the Rotary Comedy Night 
raises money for. The Annual Food Drive 
held the first Saturday in December collects 
a few tons of food for the local pantries. 

Many organizations help canvas the 
town….not just Rotarians, all that want to 
help. And where does this help come from? 

From the commu-
nities we serve. 

I would never 
expect that every-
one out there would want to join Rotary, 
but I do recognize that there are many out 
there that know the good feeling one gets 
when he or she helps someone in need. 

I remember when a tornado came to 
town early on a Saturday morning some 15 
or so years ago.  Local people showed up 
in trucks and wagons with chainsaws and 
ropes and wheelbarrows….to help people 
they didn’t know. Why? Because it makes 
one feel good to know he has helped some-
one in need. 

As my year as Rotary President comes to 
a close, I feel proud. Proud because we as 
an organization have touched the lives of 
many. Does everyone know our name? No.  
W hat is important is that Rotary was there, 
and we had some of our non-Rotary friends 
there with us. 

n Debbie  Albin 
n Judy  Baker
n Bob  Becker
n Patrick  Biarkis
n Amy  Borntrager
n Tim  Buford
n Josh  Bullock
n Amy  Card
n Bob  Clark
n John  Covington
n Roger  Dettro
n Dick  Diedrich
n John  Dooley
n Roy  Druin
n John  Dye
n Gene  Eagleson
n Scott  Eggleston
n Luci  Englum
n Blake  Fairchild
n Michael  Flowers
n Brian   Fogarty
n Matthew  Froeschle

n Valerie  Goodwin
n Janet  Grove
n Alex  Hagen
n Rick  Hall
n Don  Hance
n Brian   Hinton
n Edward   Hoppin
n Kenneth  Hutchens
n Aaron  Ifft
n Phil  Kepp
n Steve  Kite
n Larry  Larvick
n Jim  Livesay
n Michael  Martin
n Jerry  McCoy
n Gayla  McDaniel
n Janet  Meyer
n Robert R.  Miller
n Rodney L.  Morris
n Chris  Nelson 
n Mark  Nelson
n Larry   Nichols

n Lawrence  Niegowski 
n Malcolm  O'Neill
n Kelly  Pierce
n Brye J.  Radebaugh
n Darrell A.  Richey
n Susan  Riggert
n Dale  Righter
n Heidi   Schlabach
n Diana  Smith
n Kristin  Smith
n Mike  Sneddon
n Michael  Snow
n Greg  Staton
n Kathleen  Staton
n Greg  Stoerger
n Gary  Swearingen
n Brian   Titus
n Kim  Uphoff
n Ellen  Watkins
n Robert  Webb
n Dean  Willaredt
n Ali  Young

Mattoon 
Rotary Club Members
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Our Generous Sponsors THANK YOU!

 19th Street Dairy Queen
 Aaron M. Ifft, Edward Jones
 Adams Memorials
 Advantage Recycling
 Bob Oetting & Associates
 Brian Fogarty, State Farm Insurance Agent
 Brown’s Auto Sales
 Chladny Orthodontics – Dr. Wesley J. Chladny
 City Commissioner Rick Hall
 Cleaners X-press
 Coldwell Banker Classic Real Estate
 Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative
 Corrie Appraisal & Consulting, Inc.
 Dependable Transportation, Inc.
 Dick McDaniel, Broker - Century 21 Hutton-Matheny Realty
 Dr. Jennifer A. Kennedy, DDS and Dr. Philip B. Kepp, DDS
 Dr. Steven Seibert, DMD, MS and Dr. Yoolim Kim, DMD, MSD
 Elliott Furniture 
 Express Employment Professionals
 Fire Extinguisher Service and Sales 
 First Federal Savings and Loan
 First National Bank
 Fred Biggs Electric Supply
     Gene Eagleson
 

Hunan Fine Asian Cuisine
Jack & Bill’s Men’s Clothiers
KIMA
Land of Lincoln Credit Union
Law Office of Armstrong & Grove, LLC 
Law Offices of Winter-Black & Baker
Lorenz Supply Co.
Mark E. Ferguson
Meadowview Golf Course
Mitchell-Jerdan Funeral Home
Monitor Sign Service, Inc.
Morgan’s Meat Market
Niemeyer Repair Service
Pagliacci’s Family Dining
Rogala Public Links
Rural King
S&K Air Power Tool & Supply
Safety Compliance, Inc.
Sanders Quality Concrete
Sherri Branson, State Farm Insurance Agent
Shores Jewelry
Stacey’s House of Colors
Sheehan Construction
West & Company, LLC
Wilaredt Self Storage

Consolidated Communications

Doehring, Winders & Co, LLP 

Dr. Phillip Banghart

First Mid-Illinois Bank and Trust

Hage Orthodontics, LTD.

Illinois State Senator Dale Righter

K.C. Summers

Mike Staton of Coldwell Banker Classic Real 
Estate

Nelson’s Chauffeured Transportation

Nelson Property Management

Pilson Auto Center

Standerfer Senior Properties

The Upchurch Group

Wells Fargo Advisors

Sarah Bush Lincoln Health Center
Slumberland Furniture
United Graphics, Inc.
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By Trey Skocy
The Mattoon Rotary Club offers many opportunities for all its members.  

For example, if someone joined the Rotary Club today, he or she would have 
the opportunity to spend Monday lunch time with many other kind persons 
like themselves at Mattoon’s Pagliacci’s restaurant for the club’s weekly meet-
ings. 

All meetings are held in Pagliacci’s banquet room, which is located in the 
back of the restaurant, only being separated by two doors to the actual restau-
rant itself. The whole building is not rented out to the club, but Pagliacci’s was 
kind enough to let the club use the room for the past few years. Mark Nelson, 
the president of the Rotary Club of Mattoon, is always the one making sure 
that whoever is at the meetings understands that the club is very thankful to 
the restaurant for letting them use the room weekly.

Every meeting that is run by the Rotary Club starts at the same exact way. 
A ringing of the bell indicates that the meeting is started and it is time to give 
the focus to Rotary. 

Ned Hoppin, a dedicated member to the Mattoon Rotary, is one of those 
members who loves hearing the ringing of the bell. For him, that bell means 
it’s time to serve the community and have fun at the same time. 

“The best part of our weekly meeting is that we combine having fun with a 
true sense of commitment to the community,” Hoppin added. 

After the ringing of the bell, every member of Rotary stands and sings “God 
Bless America” followed by the saying of “The Pledge of Allegiance.” Doing 
this shows the patriotism that all members have not only to Rotary but also to 
their country. 

“Our singing leaves something to be desired, but it always makes us laugh,” 
Mattoon Rotary member Amy Borntrager said. “It’s a great group of people.  
We have a lot of fun.”

Then after all the singing is done, the members bow their heads in prayer. 
The prayer is led by different members each week, which adds more to the 
family-like atmosphere within the club itself. 

For the rest of the meeting, the club goes over events that they are going to 
be taking part in within the community to help others. This portion will dif-
fer from week to week, depending on what needs to be done around the area.

“My favorite part of our Rotary meetings are the speakers/presentations.  I 
really enjoy learning about what our community has to offer,” Borntrager said. 

One week, the club might be talking to a member of a local business in 
Mattoon, and the next, they might be congratulating the student of the month 
that attends Mattoon High School. 

 But no matter what the season is, the club always finds a way to get into 
the giving atmosphere, and that’s what Rotary is all about: giving. In the end, 
that’s all that the Rotary Club wants: the people of the community to become 
just as giving as they are. Rotary Club meetings every Monday at noon are 
where all the giving and caring starts. 

“Joining Rotary as a young professional was very beneficial to my growth 
as an adult. I knew I wanted to develop my leadership skills and was look-
ing for ways to meet influential members of my community,” Borntrager said. 
“Once I was exposed to Rotary, I realized that the best way to develop rela-
tionships with successful people was to work alongside them in the service of 
others.” 

Rotary Meetings Bring 
Community Together

Top Right: A Rotary mem-
ber is collecting happy 
dollars from a fellow 
Rotarion so he is able to 
share his story.
Middle: Members help 
themselves to pizza before 
starting the meeting.
Bottom: Rotary Students of  
the Month take a picture 
together for recognition.
Left: Rotary members bond 
over a lunch together, 
sharing stories and be-
coming more aware of  
people within the club.

Amy Bornstrager, Rotary Member

“It’s a great group of  people. 
We have a lot of  fun.”
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