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Media Product ion :  
English 813-814 

Fall 2015 ~ Mattoon High School 
Mrs. Bright ~ Room 216 

(217) 238-7877 
brighta@mattoon.k12.il.us 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course will build on the basic journalism training that you received in Journalism 
I. You will form a functioning media staff creating a monthly Mattoon High School newspaper and website – the 
MHS Mirror. Journalism II will prepare you for careers in various areas of communications and media, while 
meeting concurrently with Journalism I to allow you to become the teacher for the next generation of journalists.  
 
COURSE PURPOSE: To inform, entertain, challenge, and engage the student body at MHS and the greater 
Mattoon community. To respond to the ideas, thoughts, and writing of others with honesty and respect. To be a 
voice for the voiceless. To prepare you for future vocational opportunities in communications and related fields. To 
learn how to work cooperatively and productively with others. To understand and analyze the role and workings of 
the mass media in a changing world. To become communicators, intelligent consumers of modern media, and 
active participants in a democratic society. (You know, just the little stuff.) 
 
CLASSROOM RULES: Journalism II is much more than a class; you will become a staff – and a family in many 
respects. Every position on staff is extremely important because if one member of this staff fails, the efforts of 
others are damaged. So, you are a representative of all of us, and how you act reflects upon all of us. Remember 
this and conduct yourself accordingly – inside the classroom and out. Talking negatively about staff members or 
editors will not be tolerated. If a problem arises, come to the adviser, so we can solve it together. Together, you will 
continue the award-winning tradition that is MHS journalism. 

Also remember: No food or drinks near the computers and other equipment; cell phones are allowed for 
journalism business only. I expect strict adherence to all other MHS rules – in and out of the classroom. 
Press Passes: The atmosphere for JII students will be relaxed. However, JI students will be meeting in here 
as well, so take that into consideration – they are the future of the MHS journalism program.  

 
DEADLINES and LATE WORK: In this Journalism II class, you have become a full-fledged journalist. 
Therefore, deadlines will be taken quite seriously – without them, nothing gets done! You must treat deadlines set 
by other staff members just as you would treat deadlines set by me. We will not be able to produce a newspaper 
or website without strict adherence to ALL deadlines.  

However, I do understand that life happens. Yet, you must understand that not making deadline will likely 
pull your article, photo, page, etc., from publication and hurt your grade for the month. PLEASE let the 
EICs know as soon as you know there might be a problem with meeting deadline.  
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GRADING: During this semester, your grades will be determined based on: 
• Deadlines (story planning sheets, story deadlines, art deadlines, page deadlines): 10 points each 

(based on meeting for ALL assigned materials for month, with the only exception EIC approval) 
• News/skill quizzes (current events and newspaper skills; given every other week): 20 points 

o Once per semester, grade for creating news and skill sections of quiz 
• Good journalism presentations (current events; given every other week): 20 points 

o Once per semester, grade for determining good journalism and presenting it to the staff 
• Monthly journalism portfolio, which includes: 300 points total 

o Advertising sold, designed, and managed: 50 points (for ALL new ad contacts) 
o Beat coverage: 25 for each beat; 50 points total  
o Top TWO articles, photos, pages, or other journalistic pieces created for publication with 

rubrics: 200 points 
o Professionalism grade (quality and quantity of duties performed); deadlines met: 100 

points; editorship  points depending on staff position  
o Online contributions (blog, video, content, etc.):  15 extra points for each contribution 

• Special Projects: 200 points each, once each quarter (due at end of quarter) 
o Reading Journalism project required if taking Journalism II as fourth-year English credit 

• Comprehensive semester exam 
 
REQUIRED MATERIALS: 

§ Reporter’s notebook  
§ Keep ALL interview notes for the ENTIRE semester!  
 

SPECIAL PROJECTS: In an effort to both make this an English credit (fourth-year only) and to give you a break 
and a new perspective from the monthly grind of our production schedule, there will be one special project per 
quarter that is due by the END of that quarter. These projects should be completed as you have down time between 
your reporting, writing, designing, and other assignments. Options for special projects: 

1. Reading Journalism Special Project - required ONCE during the school year IF taken for English 
credit 

2. Multimedia Special Project 
3. Global Media Special Project 
4. Infographics Special Project 
5. Investigative/In-Depth Reporting Special Project 
6. Collaborative Reporting/Writing Special Project 
7. Social Justice/Public Affairs Special Project 
8. Social Media Special Project 
9. Comparative Analysis of Student Media Special Project 
10. Comparative Analysis of Professional Media Special Project 

 
PLAGIARISM: To submit another’s efforts as your own is plagiarism – an unethical act that is a serious offense, 
particularly in journalism because we are all about the truth. It is expected that you will submit only your own work 
in this course and that you adhere to the HIGHEST ethical principles regarding information gathering and quoting. 
If you do plagiarize, you may be given no credit and possibly dropped from the journalism program. You will also 
harm the reputation of the MHS Mirror in the years to come. This issue can become tricky at times, but know you 
can also clarify with me if you feel unsure about something.  


