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An Introduc t ion to  Journal i sm:  
English 812 

Spring 2016 ~ Mattoon High School 
Mrs. Bright ~ Room 216 

(217) 238-7877 
brighta@mattoon.k12.il.us 

OFFICE HOURS: 2nd hour; 4B lunch; before and after school 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Journalism I will give you basic training in all the areas of contemporary journalism: 
media history, law, and ethics; reporting; news, feature, sports, opinion, and entertainment writing; editing; 
photography; page design and layout; advertising and public relations; and multimedia (broadcast and online) 
journalism. The course will prepare you for the staffs of both the MHS Mirror newspaper as well as the MHS 
Riddle yearbook. Writing, decision-making, creativity, problem solving, and professionalism will be strongly 
emphasized in this class meant to develop real-world skills for future careers in communications. 
 
COURSE PURPOSE: Real and living, journalism influences every area of life. In essence, journalism is the 
foundation for our democracy and allows us to exist as we do. I hope this course teaches you what happens behind 
the scenes in the media-crazy society we know – both good and bad. I hope you become better thinkers – never 
taking anything at face value. And, I hope you appreciate the awesome responsibility and joy that journalism is.  
 
CLASSROOM RULES: As much as it is an individual endeavor at times, journalism is truly about teamwork. 
Therefore, Respect all others in what is said and done, especially when viewpoints are different from your own; put 
Effort into every assignment and every word spoken; take Responsibility for your choices and actions, as well as 
for achieving and learning at the highest level possible. Beyond that: 

§ No food or drinks – be good to the computers; they are all we have! 
§ Adhere to all the MHS Handbook rules and discipline system (ex: cell phones, dress, language, etc.) 

Press Passes: The atmosphere here will be somewhat relaxed; ongoing discussion will be necessary; movement 
around the room is encouraged on newsroom days. Through the use of a Press Pass, you will be able to travel 
the building during the journalism period on course-related business. But remember, any abuse of this privilege 
will result in loss of this opportunity, hurting your ability to finish assignments. 

 
REQUIRED MATERIALS: 

§ Journalism Today by Donald L. Ferguson, Jim Patten, Bradley Wilson (and workbook), 7th ed. (in class) 
§ Reporter’s notebook (1 provided by MHS) 
§ One notebook and folder dedicated to journalism note taking and in-class writing/assignments  
§ KEEP all class materials and all interview notes! 
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DEADLINES and LATE WORK: In this class, we will work under the assumption that you are a journalist. 
Therefore, deadlines will be taken seriously. Meeting deadlines is required in the actual production of a news 
product; it also prepares you for your future job and/or college.  
 

For your application projects, you will be docked points according to the deadline section of the rubric, 
which is typically a letter grade for each day late. 
 
Unexcused absences do not warrant make-up privileges. For any excused absence, it is your responsibility 
to ask about missed work. You will be given one day for every day absent to turn work in.  

 
GOING ‘LIVE’: As we learn the pieces of journalism, we will actually do journalism. Journalism II is the real-
life, working newspaper staff of the MHS Mirror, and they would surely appreciate a little content help from 
Journalism I. So, throughout the semester, your work has the opportunity to go “live” and be seen by our high 
school and community. Always have that in mind, and learn well from the newspaper staff nearby. 
 
GRADING: Each week, your grades will be posted on the green locker. Please take note of your score and talk to 
me about any discrepancies as soon as possible. It is your responsibility to keep track of your progress and grade. 
In Journalism I, you will be graded on how you apply what you learn. During this semester, your grades will be 
determined based on the following areas: 

• Skill assignments (individual assessments of types of journalism) – 100 points each 
• News journals and news/skill quizzes (alternating weeks) – 20 points each 
• In-class practice assignments (formative) – 10 points each 
• Final exam – 100 points 

 
EXTRA HELP POLICY: Each of you can get additional, individualized help during class, before school, during 
lunch, or after school. Especially if you don’t have access to a computer or the Internet at home, feel free to spend 
extra time in the good ol’ journalism room. It’s a great place to be, and once you are a journalism student, you are 
ALWAYS welcome here. 
 
PLAGIARISM: To submit another’s efforts as your own, or to make up sources or misquote sources, is plagiarism 
– an unethical act that is a serious offense. It is expected that you will submit only your own work in this course.  
Student MUST revise anything plagiarized. 

• Student must attend required tutorials or conference with teacher about portions of the 
essay that need improvement; tutorial may also be assigned for actual revision time.  

• Reflection paper must be completed and turned in with revision. 
• Revision or retake is re-evaluated, and new grade is recorded (including points taken off 

of rubric for late work). 
Sadly, in the last few decades, high-profile journalists have been caught in plagiarism or unethical behavior and 
have lost much because of it. This issue can become tricky at times, but know you can clarify with me if you feel 
unsure about something. 
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JOURNALISM I COURSE OUTLINE 
Mondays and Wednesdays – Reading news and ethics 

Tuesdays – Editing and AP style 
Thursdays – News/Skill Quiz or Weekly News Journal DUE (by end of period) 

Fridays – Visual journalism 
 
Journalism History, Law, and Ethics 
History application interviews 
Ethical scenarios and unit test 

News Gathering, Writing, and Editing 
Interviewing, accuracy, and quotes 
News writing and the inverted pyramid 
“Shattered Glass” 
AP Style and line editing 

Photography 
Taking photos, editing photos, Photoshop 

Feature Writing 
News features, personality profiles, and human interest 
Immersion journalism/literary journalism examples 

Entertainment Writing 
Reviews and arts features 

Layout and Design 
Headlines, color & typography, InDesign 

Advertising and Public Relations 
Target audiences, marketing/PR campaigns, ad creation 

Multimedia Journalism 
Video/audio capture and editing 

Investigative Reporting/Social Justice Media 
“All the President’s Men” clips and discussions 
Research tips and tools 
Mini investigative journalism project 
 
Opinion Writing 
Columns, editorials, cartooning 

Sports Reporting and Sports Writing 
Game coverage and box scores 

Infographics and Math 
Creating graphics and basic mathematics/statistics 

Online Journalism 
Nonlinear storytelling/convergence, social media journalism, blogging 

Comprehensive Final Exam 


