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Writing for News Media: JOU 2101-002 
Fall 2016    

Eastern Illinois University 
9-10:40 a.m. Mondays and Wednesdays 

Buzzard Hall Room 2434 
Three semester hours of college credit 

 
 

Instructor: Amanda Bright 
Office: 2544 Buzzard Hall 

Office Hours: Monday 10:45-11:30 a.m., Wednesday 8-9 a.m. 
or by appointment (Friday) 

Contact information: (217) 581-6003 (main); (217) 549-9821 (cell) 
acbright@eiu.edu(email) 

 
Texts  
Reporting for the Media, 10th edition by Bender, Davenport, Drager and Fedler 
The Associated Stylebook and Libel Manual 
When Words Collide, 8th edition by Kessler and McDonald 
*Bring these books to every class. 
 
Course Description  
This course is an introduction to the study and practice of gathering and writing information for multiple news 
media platforms. In this course, you will learn about the elements of news, news judgment and reporting the 
news. You will also learn where to find information and then how to convey that information to the public in a 
journalistic and responsible style. In addition, we will study current issues facing the news industry, including 
diversity, and legal and ethical concerns. 
 
Course Objectives 
At the conclusion of this course, students will be able to: 

• Select information from a set of facts and write a concise summary lead. (CT, WR) 
• Organize a story properly, accurately and completely using multiple sources. (CT, WR, RC) 
• Use appropriate grammar, punctuation, spelling and AP style. (WR) 
• Use attribution effectively, including direct and indirect quotes. (CT, WR) 
• Write a broadcast story. (CT, WR, RC) 
• Write for online or social media. (CT, WR, RC) 
• Write under deadline pressure. (WR) 
• Demonstrate the ability to prepare for and conduct an effective interview. (CT, WR, SL) 
• Demonstrate an awareness and understanding of legal and ethical issues. (CT) 
• Demonstrate the ability to use basic research skills using the Internet, public records and other 

resources. (CT) 
• Demonstrate journalistic decision-making and sensitivity to diverse cultures and populations. 

(CT, RC) 
• Demonstrate an ability to apply basic numerical and statistical concepts. (QR) 
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Grading 
Your grade in this class is based on in-class assignments, quizzes, outside story assignments, a report on an 
issue facing journalism today and a final exam. Feel free to request a grade report and/or conference with me at 
any time regarding your progress in this course.  

• Deadlines are essential in journalism. Missing a deadline will result in a letter-grade reduction for each day 
the assignment is late.  

• To be considered for a grade, all assignments must be typed (unless specified) in 12-point Times New 
Roman, double-spaced, using the formatting guidelines on pages 10-11 of “Reporting for the Media.”  

• As accuracy is paramount, a fact error will result in a one-letter grade reduction. 
 
In-Class Assignments/Quizzes 
Each week, at the beginning of class, you will have both AP style quizzes and current events quizzes, on 
Monday and Wednesday, respectively. YOU MUST BE PRESENT TO TAKE THE QUIZZES, but you can 
use notes and your texts as needed. There will also be a number of in-class writing and other types of 
assignments meant to provide you with feedback regarding your understanding and ability on a given topic. 

 
Outside News Stories 
Students are required to write three stories that are published in any of the college’s campus media: The 
Daily Eastern News, the Warbler or WEIU News Watch by the deadlines indicated on the course schedule. It is 
preferable that you do these well in advance of the deadlines.  
 
In order to help you focus for these outside new stories, you will choose a beat for the semester. Your job is to 
meet those involved, research, and otherwise fully understand your beat for your first assignment. Then, you 
will publish three stories regarding that beat. 
 
Students need to speak to assignment editors at their media choices early and often in order to get interesting 
stories and to complete the assignments by the prescribed deadlines. You may work with me on these stories as 
well, offering drafts for feedback and asking for advice while reporting. Opinion pieces, reviews and 
editorials will not be considered for this assignment. 
 
Requirements: An outside story must have several sources, be a minimum of 400 words and it must also be 
factually correct in original submission. It may not be an opinion piece. Outside News Stories can be 
submitted in person, by email or to my mailbox in the Journalism Department by deadline – or before. 

o Submission for a print story: When you turn in a print story for a grade, include 1) a final copy of the 
story to be graded; 2) a copy of the published story; 3) a one-page self-evaluation of the reporting 
experience. 

o Submission for a broadcast story: When you turn in a broadcast story for a grade, include 1) a script and 
video of the story to be graded; 2) details on when/where the story will air, 3) a one-page self-evaluation 
of the reporting experience. 

o Submission for an online/social media story: When you turn in an online story for a grade include 1) a 
final copy of the story to be graded; 2) a link to the published story online; 3) a one-page self-evaluation 
of the reporting experience. 

 
The grades on all stories written for class are based on meeting the assignment’s requirements and the 
acceptability of the story for publication, broadcast, or online posting: 

• An A story is excellent, and it is publishable with virtually no editing required. 
• A B story is good; it is publishable with some editing. 
• A C story is satisfactory; it is publishable but would need substantial editing. 
• A D story is weak; a major overhaul is needed. 
• An F story is not acceptable for publication. 
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Issues Presentation 
Later in the fall, we will discuss some of the most prevalent issues facing journalism today. One of the 
objectives of this course is to help you think critically about legal, diversity and ethical issues of the profession. 
To help begin the discussion of these issues, each student will be asked to study one aspect of the journalism 
field, summarize his or her findings and report back to the class. Details of the assignment will be given in late 
August, with a topic proposal due by Sept. 7. 

 
Absences and Make-up Work 
As much of the work for this class is done during the class period, students are expected to be in class on time 
and remain for the duration. Students may not make up quizzes or assignments missed for tardiness or for an 
unexcused absence. If you miss class when an assignment is due, you will receive a 0 for that assignment. You 
are responsible for all material covered or assigned during class.  
 
Grade Breakdown 
AP style and Current events quizzes 20% of grade  
In-Class Assignments   30% of grade 
Outside story assignments  20% of grade 
Issues presentation   10% of grade 
Final exam    20% of grade 
Total     100% 
 
A – 90-100 percent 
B –  80-89 percent 
C –  70-79 percent 
D –  60-69 percent 
F –  below 60 percent 
 
Academic Honesty 
Plagiarism is using someone else’s work as your own without proper credit, and it simply is not tolerated. 
Naturally, in journalistic writing you will use information from other sources, perhaps quotes or information 
from other publications. That’s great. It shows the reader you have done your research. Just make sure you give 
credit within the story.  Any assignment that uses plagiarized material will be given a 0 grade, and the 
responsible student will be referred to the appropriate EIU board for discipline. According to university policy, 
students who plagiarize can be dismissed from EIU. 
 
It is academically dishonest to claim as your own the work of others; to fail to properly identify the work of 
others when used in your work; cheat on assignments or exams; copy from the exams, quizzes or assignments 
of other students or knowingly assist another student in committing an act of academic dishonesty. Any 
violation will earn the student an F for the course and will be reported to the office of Judicial Affairs. 
 
In addition, because Eastern Illinois University is committed to the learning process and academic integrity that 
is defined in the Student Conduct Code (1.1), to encourage original and authentic written work, any written 
assignment created in this course may be submitted for review to Turnitin.com and will become a searchable 
document within the TurnItIn-protected and restricted use database. 
For more information on the learning process and academic integrity as defined in the Student Conduct Code 
1.1 see www.eiu.edu/~judicial. 
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Journalism Department Code of Conduct 
Journalism and public relations are professions. Both follow a set of ethics and accepted morés. The department 
of journalism expects its students to hold themselves to the highest personal and professional standards possible. 
To that end, EIU journalism majors as students will: 

• be punctual for class or group meetings 
• silence cell phones in class 
• not send text messages in class 
• remove all earphones and headsets in class 
• not bring food into class 
• not engage in distracting behaviors, such as doing crossword puzzles or playing on the computer when 
class is in session 
• take all assignments seriously 
• meet deadlines 
• write professional emails 
• expect an appropriate grace period for the addressee to respond to an email 
• not turn in an assignment for one class that was created for another 
• act in accordance with the EIU Student Code of Conduct; see 
http://www.eiu.edu/~judicial/studentconductcode.php 

EIU journalism majors as practitioners will: 
• treat readers/listeners/viewers/clients, co-workers and others with respect 
• be accurate in their reporting 
• be fair in their reporting 
• not use friends, families or acquaintances in stories or news photographs 
• be on time for interviews and meetings 
• dress appropriately 
• use full titles when in formal interview situations 
• avoid conflicts of interest 
• not accept trips or gifts worth more than $25 from sources 

 
Students with Disabilities 
Please contact the office of Disability Services (581-6583) for answers to questions concerning 
accommodations, auxiliary learning aids and physical accessibility. Diagnostic information regarding the 
disability must be submitted so the most appropriate accommodations can be arranged. For more information, 
refer to the Undergraduate Catalog. 
 
Electronic Writing Portfolio 
This course qualifies as a writing-centered course in the EWP program. An assignment from this class may be 
submitted to your Electronic Writing Portfolio to fulfill part of your graduation requirement if it meets the 
campuswide EWP requirements. Please see your adviser for more information on how to select and submit your 
writing. Information is available online at www.eiu.edu/~assess. 
 
Department Assessment 
As the Journalism Department continues to assess what you are learning, we will be contributing several 
assessment instruments to its overall assessment, including a math test, a style test and a writing sample, even if 
you are not a journalism major. I will tell you then how to submit it electronically when the time comes. 
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Course Schedule 
This is an overview of topics for reading and discussion throughout this semester.  

All deadlines – for both reading assignments and written products – are final.  
If there are any adjustments, I will let you know in class. 

 
Week 1 (Aug. 22 & 24):  Format and style of news writing for various media; What is news?; AP style 

o Read “Reporting” chapters 1 and 5 
o Read AP Stylebook page 501 
o Intro to AP Style (“A” Practice) 
o Current Events Quiz (Wednesday) 
o Beat selection for three outside news stories 

 
Week 2 (Aug. 29 & 31): Word usage, grammar, punctuation, spelling; tours of EIU student publications 

o Read “Reporting” chapter 4 
o Read “When Words” pages 30-43, 123-136 
o AP Style Quiz, Section A (Monday) and WEIU News Watch visit 
o Current Events Quiz (Wednesday) and Warbler/DEN visit 
o Introduce Issues Presentation 

 
Week 3 (Sept. 5 -- No class, Labor Day & Sept. 7): News writing style; Sentence Structure; Clarity and sensitivity; The 
Five W’s 

o Read “Reporting” chapter 3 
o Read “When Words” chapter 11 
o AP Style Quiz, Section B (Wednesday) 

Email choice for Issues Presentation by 4:30 p.m. on Sept. 7 
 
Week 4 (Sept. 12 & 14): Writing leads/ledes 

o Read “Reporting” chapter 8 
o AP Style Quiz, Sections C-D (Monday) 
o Current Events Quiz (Wednesday) 

 
Week 5 (Sept. 19 & 21): Delayed leads; body and structure of a news story 

o Read “Reporting” chapters 9 and 10 
o AP Style Quiz, Sections E-F (Monday) 
o Current Events Quiz (Wednesday) 

  
Week 6 (Sept. 26 & 28): Interviewing skills; researching 

o Read “Reporting” chapter 12 
o AP Style Quiz, Sections G-I (Monday) 
o Current Events Quiz (Wednesday) 

Beat Research, Preliminary Interviews due by 4:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 30 
  
Week 7 (Oct. 3 & 5): Interviewing continued; quotations and transitions 

o Read “Reporting” chapter 11 
o AP Style Quiz, Sections J-L (Monday) 
o Current Events Quiz (Wednesday) 

 Story One due by 4:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 7 
 
Week 8 (Oct. 10 & 12): Writing obituaries, follow-ups, sidebars, etc.; narrative style 

o Read “Reporting” chapter 16 
o AP Style Quiz, Sections M-O (Monday) 
o Current Events Quiz (Wednesday) 

  
 

Amanda Bright� 8/18/2016 8:22 PM
Comment [1]: Bad Robot video? Out to 
interview someone on campus; research that 
person or idea afterward and plan for more 
questions/another source, etc. – FOR BEAT! 

Amanda Bright� 8/18/2016 8:23 PM
Comment [2]: Work with rough draft of 
outside news story 

Amanda Bright� 8/15/2016 9:56 PM
Comment [3]: Write their own obit 



 6 

Week 9 (Oct. 17 & 19): Digital media news writing 
o Read “Reporting” chapter 14 
o Read AP Stylebook pages 367-397 
o AP Style Quiz, Numerals (Monday) 
o Current Events Quiz (Wednesday) 

  
Week 10 (Oct. 24 & 26): Writing for the eye versus writing for the ear; broadcast writing 

o Read “Reporting” chapter 13 
o Read AP Stylebook pages 486-492 
o AP Style Quiz, Sections P-R (Monday) 
o Current Events Quiz (Wednesday) 

Story Two due 4:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 28 
 
Week 11 (Oct. 31 & Nov. 2, NO CLASS): Covering meetings and speeches 

o Read “Reporting” chapters 15 and 18 
o AP Style Quiz, Sections S-U (Monday) 
o Current Events Quiz (Wednesday) 

MANDATORY NIGHT CLASS: 6:30 p.m. Nov. 1 in Charleston City Council chambers. Details to follow. 
 
Week 12 (Nov. 7 & 9): Covering meetings and speeches (guest speaker) and journalism math 

o Read “Reporting” chapter 19 
o Current Events Quiz (Wednesday) 
o Journalism math assessment 

 
Week 13 (Nov. 14 & 16): Issues presentations/discussions: law, ethics, diversity, etc.  

Issues Presentation (all components) due Nov. 14 
 
Week 14 (Nov. 21 & 23): No class, Thanksgiving Break 
 
Week 15 (Nov. 28 & 30):  Press releases and public relations 

o Read “Reporting” chapter 20 
o AP Style Quiz, Sections V-Z (Monday) 
o Current Events Quiz (Wednesday) 

 
Week 16 (Dec. 5 & 7): Debrief; News writing and copy editing assessments 

Story Three due 4:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 9 
 
Final Exam: 8-10 a.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 13 

Amanda Bright� 8/15/2016 9:57 PM
Comment [4]: One day – social media 
reporting; second day – online post with 
nonlinear links, art, etc. (tree) 

Amanda Bright� 8/15/2016 9:57 PM
Comment [5]: Writing a script and 
storyboarding it; Kelly as guest speaker 

Amanda Bright� 8/15/2016 10:00 PM
Comment [6]: Josh Norman regarding 
enrollment and projections? 

Amanda Bright� 8/18/2016 8:34 PM
Comment [7]: Bring in guest speaker for 
PR (recommendations?) 


